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President's Message 

I remember Mr. Cantor. He was my older brother's high school 
biology teacher, and he led bird walks at the school every Wednesday 
morning during spring and fall. My brother knew I was interested in birds 
so he arranged for me to go on one of the walks. It was with suspense 
and uncertainty that I arrived that morning, and when Mr. Cantor asked 
me if I had binoculars, I had to sheepishly say, "No." But that was no 
problem: the trunk of his car was filled with spare pairs and I could 
borrow one. Wow ! 

Then the fun started. I was introduced to Barn Swallows, whipping 
across the ball fields as we approached the adjacent woods. It didn't 
matter that I couldn' t  quite get the binoculars on the swallow, because 
soon we were looking at the meadowlark perched on a post. After enter
ing the woods, Mr. Cantor was telling our group that the bird saying 
"teacher Teacher TEACHER" was an Ovenbird. A what? I had no clue 
what an oven bird was, nor did I have a clue as to how he found this little 
thing, motionless, but singing, in the middle of the woods. With great 
patience, he got me on my lifer Ovenbird. I also remember Dick Evans. 
I met Dick through the Cayuga Bird Club in Ithaca, New York, the first 
bird club I ever joined. Dick took me on my first Christmas Bird Count. 
He let me look through his telescope at my first Common Loon. He 
passed to me countless tidbits of bird lore, explained to me why this bird 
was this and that bird was that. When I was getting ready to move to 
Chicago he told me, "I' ll bet you' ll see a lot of Dickcissels out there." 
He was right. I think of Dick every time I see one. 

Here in Chicago and in Illinois I' ve met many others who have gener
ously shared their passion for birds with me. My life is very much the 
richer for it. I 'm still learning, and through IOS I continue to meet people 
like Mr. Cantor and Dick Evans who open windows big and small to help 
me better experience the birds around me. I am deeply in debt to all the 
people who have given so much to me through birds and birding. 

One ofIOS ' s  objectives is "To encourage others to become interested in 
birds and birding in Illinois." I hope we all make this one of our own, 
personal objectives, and take advantage of every opportunity to give back 
to the birding community and to the public at large what we've been so 
lucky to receive. I know I feel privileged to do so. Take a first-time 
Christmas Counter out. Speak to community groups, and introduce them 
to birds. Spread the word about our birds. Not only does it make a 
difference, but you'll  also enjoy sharing what you have to offer other folks . 

Through IOS you 'l l  have many opportunities to learn from your 
fellow members. Take advantage of these. Also take advantage of your 
opportunities to share what you have to offer. Together we can bring 
the wonder the birds to everyone around us. 
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Letter from the editor 
Many of you probably don't know that Coral 

Ackerman introduced me to birding. I was a young 
reporter at the time ( 15 or J 6 y�1r a go) and saw 
a pres release about a College of Lake County 
birding class. l decided to write a story about it. The 
first class, J saw a duck. Nor just any duck. A blue
winged teal. A duck with soft-blue patches on i.ts 
wings when in flight. 

Do you remember the excitement of finding 
your first Hooded Warbler? Black-throated Blue 
Warbler? Connecticut Warbler? I do. I found them 
all at Ryerson Woods. I can tell you exactly where I 
saw them, and I have Coral Ackerman to thank for 
introducing me to the Lake County Forest Preserves. 

Dave Johnson instilled in me a passion for 
breeding bird . One day I 0 or more yeru'S ago, I ran 
into him al the post office and he said, "Hey, want to 
do omebreedingbird atlases?" Begavemea block in 
Grayslake Illinoi , and l spent one of the happiest 
summers of my life finding birds and nests and adults 
fe ding young, and learning about bird behavior. 

eeing young Sported Sandpipers tryiJ1g to pump 
thefr not-yet-developed ta i Is, or headng 'the dis ti ncti ve 
caJI of Yellow-headed Blackb'ird young begging for 
food in a marsh - that was heaven on earth. 

Many IOS members have helped me understand 
the finer poinL5 of bird identification and bird di$tri
bution - people like Steve Bailey, Eric Walters, my 
friends from the Palos mgion, n.nd my friend from 
southern Illinois. The people who willingly share 
their knowledge and expertise with others are those 
who make a difference that will reverberate long 
after they are gone. 

I'll let you in on a secret. When you teach, you 
learn. You also experience an indescribable joy. 
What strikes me most about teaching birding classes 
is that I get to experience vicariously through them, 
what it's like to see or hear your first Sedge Wren, 
Dickcissel, Kentucky Wabler, White-eyed Vireo ... 

Please share your knowledge. Teach others. Not 
only for them. But also for you. 
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The Widespread Invasion of 
Northern Shrikes (Lanius excubitor) 

in Illinois in winter 1999/2000 with comments 
on the species' non-breeding season demographics 

Northern S hrikes 
(Lanius excubitor) have 
been l ittle studied over 
much of their circumboreal 
range, especially for the 
North A merican population 
(Da vis  1 93 7 ,  Davis  & 
Morrison 1988,  Atkinson 
& Cade 1993) .  This fact i s  
especially true of winter
ing birds in North America . 
Therefore, any findings on 
this species, even if anec
dotal, are valuable additions 
to the natural history of Il
linois '  avifauna. 

The incursion of North
ern Shrikes in Illinois the 
winter 1 999/2000 season 
may well have been one of 
the largest, if not the larg-
est, in the state's history .  
Bohlen ( 1 989) mentions no 
particularly large irrup-
tions, but see Chapel ( 1999) and 
Graber et al. ( 1 973).  Based on the 
number of birds reported, the incur
sion is larger than any previous ones, 
including what was the largest docu
mented invasion before this writing, 
in the winter of 1995/1996 (Danley 
1 996). 

Even more noteworthy, however, 
is the extent to which the species 
penetrated the state. Observers re
ported at least 24 separate central 
Illinois records, and even one for 
southern Illinois in Madison County. 
If accepted by the Illinois Ornitho
logical Records Committee, the Madi
son County record will be the south-
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lmmature Northern Shrike in a 
Downers Grove (DuPage County) 
backyard. 31January2000. Photo by 
Karen Fisher. 

ernmost documented Northern Shrike 
for the state. Interestingly, an observer 
also reported a Northern Shrike for 
nearby St. Charles County, Missouri, 
(approximately 20 miles from the 
Madison County bird) from at least 
1 2  December 1 999 through 3 January 
2000, an exceptional record (see 
Robbins and Easterla 1 992).  The 
Northern Shrike is considered hypo
thetical in the St. Louis, Missouri 
region .  It is seldom observed as far 

by Steven D. B ailey 

south as St. Louis, and the 
last report of the species for 
this region was on 19 Feb
ruary 1950 in St. Charles 
County (Webster Groves 
Nature Study Society 1 998). 
However Mengel's (1965) 
reference to thi s  species as 
"casual" for Kentucky, and 
specimen evidence for Ten
nessee (see Robinson 1990) 
suggest  that birders in  
southern Illinois should not 
assume that every shrike is 
a Loggerhead. 

The widespread nature 
of the 1999/2000 Northern 
Shrike - invasion was also 
evident in other parts of the 
country. "The winter of 
1 999/2000 was one of the 
larges t  and  mos t  wide 
spread (invasions of North
ern Shrike) on record," said 

Matt Young, bird population studies 
researcher for the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology. "We broke a record, 
seeing 9 just on the Ithaca Christmas 
B ird Count alone," he said. Re
searchers for the Lab's Birdsource 
program, utilizing volunteer report
ers across the U.S . ,  showed large 
numbers moving into the Northwest, 
Midwest,  and even the extreme 
southwestern part of the species' 
range in central and southern New 
Mexico during November and De
cember. Unfortunately no data were 
available for January and February 
when more southerly penetrations 
may have been noticed. 

Meadowlark 



Subspecies and Status 

The N orlhern Shrike is also known 
as the Great Grey Shrike in Europe. 
The scientific name, Lanius excubitor, 

can be roughly translated as sentinel 
or watchman butcher, or the watchful 
butcher (Terres 199 1) .  I l l inois birds 
are presumably from the L. e .  borealis 
race (Bohlen 1989), which nests from 
northeastern Ontario to northeastern 
Labrador, although this would assume 
the birds entering lll inois would ei
ther have to cross the narrow land 
bridge in Michigan ' s  Upper Penin
sula, then work their way due west, 
and then south along Lake Micbigan, 
or they would fly west, then southeast 
around Lake Superior. It would be 
just as likely that some birds observed 
in Illinois are coming from the ex
treme eastern populations of L. e. 

invictus, with the closest populations 
of that subspecies breeding in north
western Quebec and northern 
M anitoba. These populations are only 
relatively sl ightly farther away and 
would enter I l l inois from the north
west with the prevai ling fall north
westerly winds . However, few sight
ings have been reported in Missouri , 
even though it would be expected 
that birds of the invictus subspecies 
would v isit here if they vis ited Illinois 
(see Robbins and Easterla 1 992). A 
check of museum specimens, which 
are few and far between, would be 
needed to confirm the hypothesis. 

As summarized by Chapel ( 1 999), 
the status of the Northern Shrike in 
Illinois, especially in central Illinoi s,  
has changed rather dramatically. Birds 
are now observed annually in central 
Illinois, where until  the mid- 1 980s the 
species would have been considered 
accidental by the number of sight 
records (see IORC 1 999). Changes in 
observer effort and ability ,  at least in 
central Illinois, would not seem to be 
the reason for this increase, as many 
of the pre mid- l 980s observers are 
responsible for most of the recent 
records as well (pers. obs . ) .  

In  all, for the winter 1 999/2000 
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Table 1. 

A summary of 

Northern Shrikes reported by 

county during the 1999/2000 
winter season in Illinois. 

County No. Birds Age 

DuPage 17 5a,3i,9u 

Cook 16 7a,4i,5u 

Lake 14 JOa,4u 

Will 6 5a,li 

McDonough 5 3a, I i,lu 

DeWitt 4 3a,li 

Sangamon 4 3a,li 

Winnebago 4 3a,li 

Jo Daviess 3+ 2a,lu 

McHenry 3 2a,li 

Champaign 3 la,J i,l u 

Lee 3 2a,li 

Boone 2 la,li 

Ogle 2 2u 

Vermillion 2 2a 

Carroll I+ Ju 

Cass I la 

DeKalb la 

Grundy la 

Henderson la 

Kane la 

Kendall la 

Iroquois la 

LaSalle l a  

Madison la 

Marshall l a  

McLean la 

Piatt la 

Rock Island la 

Stephenson la 

Whiteside la 

Woodford la 

Total Birds N = 105 
a= adult, i =immature, u =unknown 

Total Adults: N = 61(58%) 
Total Immature: N = 15(14%) 
Total Unknown: N = 29(28%) 

N =Northern Illinois, 
C =Central Illinois, 

S = Southern Illinois 

season, at least 105 Northern Shrikes 
were seen in 32 I l l inois counties. Of 
that number, 80 birds were reported 
from 20 northern Illinois counties, 
and a record 24 birds were reported 
from 1 1  central Illinois counties, plus 
the aforementioned southern Ill inois 
record (Table I). Of these, 39 were 
reported on Christmas Bird Counts 
(CBCs), plus an additional during 
count week. Another was found on 
an Illinois/Iowa CBC, but is not in
cluded because it  was observed in 
Iowa. Graber et  al .  ( 1 973) found 
Northern Shrikes were fairly un i
formly distributed from 20 October 
through March , except for three 
definite peaks - in late October, late 
March, and during the Christm as Bird 
Count period. The Grabers suspected 
i naccuracy in some of the October 
and March record s  of Northern 
Shrikes, since those months overlap 
with Loggerhead Shrike m igration. 
However, today ornithologis ts gen
erally believe Northern Shrike mi 
gration a l so  occurs dur ing  these 
periods.  December through early 
January, Northern Shrikes retreat 
from increased cold and snow cover 
farther north. 

The first shrike appeared on the 
near record early date of J 0 October 
1 999, an immature at Northwestern 
University landfill in Evanston, noted 
by Josh Engel and Bob Hughes. The 
last report was the latest since the 
1995/96 invasion. The report came 
from Sangamon County in central 
Illinois on 29 March 2000, where i t  
was noted by D.  Bohlen as "very 
actively fly-catching." Of the 105 
birds seen, 61 (58%) were identified 
as adults and 15 ( 1 4%) as immatures .  
The rest, 29 (28%) were not aged. In  
addition, observers reported at  least 4 
Loggerhead Shrikes, 3 in northern 
Illinois and 1 in central Illinois, as 
well as several shrike spec ies. Ex
treme dates of arrival and departure 
for Northern Shrikes in Illinois are 7 
October 1 9 81 at Ill i nois Beach State 
Park and 16 April 1932 at B lue Island 
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(Cook Co.) (Bohlen 1 989). 

Identification 

At this point, it  makes sense to say 
a few words about shrike identifica
tion. A juvenile Northern Shrike is 
easy to separate from Loggerhead and 
Northern adults. Juvenile Northern 
Shrikes are broadly washed in brown 
over much of the dorsal area, and the 
wing coverts, tertiaries, and second
aries are edged with brown, and even 
the bar through the eye is dull brown. 
Juvenile Northerns also usually have 
much stronger barring on the ventral 
surface than adults. If a shrike is not 
seen well enough to deter-

central Illinois. Perhaps a Northern 
Shrike incursion causes at least some 
observers to look more closely at any 
shrike they come across, while caus
ing others to l.D. (perhaps incorrectly) 
a shrike simply by location. 

In separating the two shrikes, ob
servers should look for several differ
ent field marks. Several excellent ar
ticles discuss some of the more sa
lient field marks (see Zimmerman 
1 955,  Balch 1988, Granlund 1 995) I 
can do no better than repeat these 
criteria (from Balch 1988) for sepa
rating Loggerhead and Northern 
Shrikes: 

,· 

timal areas. It would be interesting to 
know if a latitudinal segregation oc
curs within this species with respect 
to age and/or sex. This type of differ
ential migration has been noted in  
many species such as D ark-eyed 
Junco, White-crowned Sparrow, and 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (Howell 
1 953,  King et al. 1 965, Ketterson and 
Nolan 1 976), to name a few. Kerlinger 
and Lein ( 1986) showed another cy
clical species, the Snowy Ow 1, has a 
preponderance of l" year birds i n  
some areas during their irruptiv e  
movements, a s  well a s  a segregation 
of males and females. 

Territories 
mine the age, then it's prob
ably not been seen well 
enough to be called a Log
gerhead or Northern. 

The bird is a Northern Shrike if it has any of the 

following: 
One problem encoun-

tered when trying to sort 
• A larger, longer, heavier bill .  

All  the popular field 
guides, including National 
Geographic, oversimplify 
the ease to which these two 
species can be separated. 
Kaufman ( 1 990) apparently 
does not consider the chal
lenges of separating the spe
cies difficult enough to de
serve mention i n  his  ad
vanced birding guide. Yet 
many shrikes go unidenti
fied over a large part of their 
range where temporal as

• Much white or gray in the lores (a broken mask) with 
conspicuous whitish feathers at the base of the upper 
mandible. 

through the Northern Shrike 
reports from regions with ex
ceptional concentrations the 
winter of 1 999/2000 was 

• A  white spot below the eye. 

•Light color on the bill after mid-February 

determining just how many 
birds were actually present. 

• Light color on the upper mandible (any month). 

The bird is a Loggerhead Shrike if it has any of the 

following: 

The problem was especially 
true for Fermi-Lab and 
Morton Arboretu m  in 
DuPage County, as well as 

• A smaller, stubbier bill .  

• An all dark bill before mid-March. 

• Black nasal tufts. 

the n umerou s  s i ght ings  
around Clinton Lake in cen
tral Illinois. Northern Shrikes 

• Black feathers at the base of the upper mandible. 
occupy large territories dur
ing both the breeding and 
winter ranges; this phenom

pects of their migration or winter range 
place them together. In fact, the aver
age annual departure date for Logger
head Shrike in Sangamon County is 
one week after the earliest arrival 
dates for Northern Shrike in the state 
(Bohlen 1 989). Bohlen also shows 
many of the earliest spring arrivals 
for Loggerhead as being before or 
near the same time as departures of 
the latest wintering Northern Shrikes. 
Additionally, one or more Logger
heads are relatively frequently found 
wintering in central and or northern 
Illinois. The 1 999/2000 winter sea
son was no exception ; as mentioned 
above, at least 3 Loggerheads were 
reported in northern Illinois, and 1 in 
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Along with the high numbers of 
shrikes, a significant percentage of 
immatures ( 14%) was observed in the 
J 999/2000 winter population in Illi
nois .  Typically, most birds in Illinois 
are reported as adults. The only other 
age-related data I could find for this 
species' occurrence in winter was 
Mc Peek & Adams ( 1 994) for Michi
gan birds. Specimen data who "most 
of our willler visilurs lo be immature 
birds." Voles represent a large part of 
the Northern Shrike' s  diet in its north
ern breeding grounds as well as the 
wintering grounds. It's possible that 
in years when the vole cycle crashes, 
adults force immatures out of the op-

enon occurs across the species' range. 
Some Ohio Northern Shrikes hunted 
over great circular routes. An observer 
followed one Northern Shrike for 2.5 
miles during 30 minutes, and it still 
h ad not  completed i t s  c i rcle 
(Zimmerman 1 955).  Atkinson ( 1 993) 
measured average wintering territo
ries of six color-banded and six raclio
tagged birds in Idaho and found the 
average shrike occupied 540 acres, 
although more than one-half of the 
activity was confined to a core area of 
about 1 25 acres. In Sweden, scien
tists estimated 3. 7 wintering indi vidu
als occupied approximately 35 square 
miles each (Lefranc 1997) .  It is un
clear if any of these studies occurred 
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during invasion years. Given that Illi
nois lies at the periphery of thi s species' 
wintering range, especially central Illi
nois,  territories are probably even larger 
i n  the state. Thi s may also be parti al ly 
due to habitat fragmentation and degra
dation . In addition, the density of the 
wintering western subspecies seems to 
be higher than the density of eastern 
subspecies (Cade J 967). Given these 
data, I felt it prudent to eliminate some 
multip l e  bird s ightings in DuPage 
County and Clinton Lake. 

A number of the birds observed dur
ing the 1 999/2000 i nvasion appeared to 
setup fairly discrete territories. Although 
it is i mpossible to tell if any of these 
birds were actual ly the same individuals 
noted on subsequent visits ,  it i s  likely 
many were. In several cases, some of 
the birds could even have been birds 
seen in previous winters at those loca
tions (see Rimmer and Darmstadt 1 996). 
However, some of the shrikes birders 
thought were the same individual could 
have been other birds. For example, 
Atkinson ( 1 993) noted that after one of 
his study birds died, another appeared i n  
the same territory within a week. And 
this phenomenon occurred in  a region 
where densities of wintering birds are 
l ower than i n  the East. 

Fourteen locations, involving seven 
counties, reported Northern Shrikes for 
a period of two, months or longer (in
cluding eight with stays of over three 
months). All but one of these (Sangamon 
Co.) involved northern Illinois areas, 
especi ally Cook, Lake, and DuPage 
Counties . An aclclitional seven locations 
reported birds for over a month. Most 
other sightings were of on! y one or a few 
clays, especially those that were reported 
from CB Cs. Of those identified to age, 
all but two were adults. The average 
length of stay for the 14 longest over
wintering areas was about 98 clays, or 
well over three months. The four areas 
where shrikes were noted the longest 
were from Cook and Lake Counties, 
with sightings from Crabtree Nature 
Center ( 142 clays) 24 Oct. - 13 Mar.,  
Paul Douglas Forest Preserve ( 138 days) 
30 Oct.- 1 5  Mar., Lake Villa ( 1 20 days) 

Vol. 9, No. 2 

Adult Northern Shrike. Lake Villa, 
Illinois. Lake County. The bird 
stayed a remarkable 120 days. It 
was first seen on 25 October J 999 
and last seen 21 February 2000. 
Photo by Richard Biss. 

25 Oct. - 2 1  Feb. ,  and Ron Beese 
Park ( 1 17 clays) 1 9  Nov . - 1 4  Mar. 
All of these were adults and repre
sent exceptional attempts by the 
two birders i nvolved (Carolyn 
Fields and Richard Biss) to find 
and report their sightings. The long
est downstate area reporting a shrike 
was Dave Bohlen' s  immature bird 
atLake Springfield ( 113 days) from 
8 Dec. - 29 Mar. Northern Shrikes 
were also reported from Fermi-Lab 
from 28 Oct. - 9 Mar., but due to 
lack of information i t  was not pos
sible to determine how many indi 
viduals may have been i nvolved at 
any one location. 

Linear habitats also appear to 
be important for wintering North
ern Shrikes. Territories of three 
birds near Fronclenberg, Germany, 
were found to be approximately 
1 00 to 150 acres, with each being a 
long strip along the banks of the 
Ruhr River (Mester 1 965). At the 
Idaho study site, each of the 12  
territories contained two or  three 
types of linear habitats, which in
cluded country roads (with utility 
l ines for perches) and riparian 
stretches (Atkinson 1993).  I have 
observed similar linear habitats i n  
central Ill inois birds, i ncluding 
roadsides where favored habitat 
(thorny scrub and wet meadow) 
was combined w ith convenient 

perches (utili ty lines and scattered, 
medium-sized trees) .  At least three 
other sites in central Il l inoi s during 
the 1 999/2000 season i nc luded linear 
sites, all along Interstate right-of
ways. These si tes could be some of 
the only substantial wintering habitat 
avai l able in the corn and soybean 
desert of central l l l inois (R. Chapel, 
pers. comm. ,  pers. obs. ) .  Unfortu
nately ,  these kinds of terri tories have 
al so been shown to create ahigh source 
of mortal i ty for shrikes (Lefranc 
] 997) .  

Site fidelity 

Studies as well as numerous anec
dotal accounts strongly suggest the 
Northern Shrike is site faithful to win
ter territories, and possibly even mi
gration stop-over sites . Site fidelity 
may be an i mportant strategy in this 
species'  l ife cycle for surviving the 
non-breeding season, since winter 
mortal i ty has been suggested as the 
consequence of an inabil ity to main
t a i n  home ranges ( Rimmer & 
Darmstadt 1 996). In fact, Cade & 
Swem ( 1 995) postulate the survival 
of these shrikes during the winter 
season is never high enough to allow 
nesting populations to reach thei r 
potential carrying capacity i n  the 
breeding ranges. (See also Cadman 
1985 and Brooks 1 988.)  That theory 
may be the reason large areas that 
seem suitable for breeding and win
tering grounds for Northern Shrikes 
are not utilized, and i t  also may be the 
reason why territories in Illinois dur
ing the winter, are so large. 

Many Illinois observers men
tioned to me that areas where they 
saw Northern Shrikes i n  the 1 999/ 
2000 season were the exact areas 
where they saw shrikes in past win
ters (D. Johnson, J .  Milosevich, D. 
Wenny, B .  Glass, M.J. Easterday, D. 
Williams, G .  Wagner pers. comm.) .  
Illinois '  birding listserve, IBET (Illi
noi s Birders Exchanging Thoughts) 
al so had posts with the same com
ments. Regions where the phenom
enon seemed to be the most pro-
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nounced include Cook, Lake, and 
DuPage Count ies .  Fermi-Lab 
(DuPage County) and Illinois Beach 
State Park (Lake County) seem to be 
especially common areas to find 
Northern Shrikes on any given winter 
in Illinois (see DeVore 2000). It' s  
likely some o f  the same birds return 
year after year to the same site in 
Illinois .  Karl Bartel of Blue Island, 
Illinois, banded a Northern Shrike at 
Palos (Cook County) in November 
198 1 ,  then retrapped it in fall 1 982 
and on 13 January 1 9 83, demonstrat
ing winter site fidelity for this species 
in Illinois .  Winter site fidelity has 
been shown several times throughout 
the s pecies ' range ( R i mmer & 
Darmstadt 1 996). 

Cycles 

National CBC data from 1900 
through 1 980 show that Northern 
Shrikes go through i rregular series of 
cycles or fluctuations . Davis & 
Morrison ( 1988) showed the abun
dance of shrikes was cyclical, from 
about 1 900 to 1940, then fluctuated 
irregularly after 1 950, with the last 
big fluctuation (up to 1 988) occurring 
from 1 956 to 1958 .  Their study shows 
cyclicity is temporary, at least for 
some species including Northern 
Shrike. They also state the typical 
predator-prey relationship may not 
necessarily be the only reason for 
fluctuation in this species' numbers. 

Atkinson ( 1993),  analyzing CBC 
data, found that unlike the Logger
head Shrike, both the eastern and west
ern subspecies of the Northern Shrike 
have been reported in a greater pro
portion of CBCs over the past three 
decades. Bias such as observer aware
ness and identification skills, better 
optics, and other reasons are given as 
possible explanations for this increase, 
although I would reject that explana
tion for the increase in  central Illinois 
records .  It does seem clear, however, 
that in light of this species' apparent 
decline in numbers in the eastern U.S,  
CBC data showing an increase in num
bers does contain biases , which may 
mask actual declines (Atkinson 1 993 ) .  
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High counts for Illinois appear to 
be 8 (Waukegan CBC) 1 January 
1 996; 7 (Fermi-Lab CBC) 1 6 Decem
ber 1 995;  6 (Kishwaukee CBC) 30 
December 1995;  5 (Evanston CBC) 
30 December 1 995;  and 5 (Fermi-lab 
CBC) and 5 (Lisle Arboretum CBC) 
1 8  and 1 9  December 1 999 respec
tively (Johnson & Stokie 1 996, D.  
Johnson, personal communication). 
A non-CBC high count of 3 was seen 
at Illinois Beach State Park on 13 
November 1983 (Mlodinow 1 984). 

Like the Davis & Morrison ( 1 988) 
study, Atkinson ( 1 995) found North
ern Shrike winter numbers have been 
cyclic, but only in the eastern subspe
cies from 1 960 to 1 989. His data 
showed the most significant cycles 
were of eight years duration, and 
showed a pulse of shrikes in the east 
every four and 15 years. Western 
shrikes appeared to have two rela
tively strong pulses at four- and nine
year intervals .  

Researchers have hypothesized 
that Northern Shrike irruptions corre
late well with Snowy Owl invasions. 
Davis ( 1949) offered data disputing 
the hypothesis .  Snowy Owls from 
194 7- 1 969 had peaks that corre
sponded well to shrike invasions, but 
only four times, and after 1 965, the 
synchrony ended (Davis & Morrison 
1988).  Research in Arctic Alaska 
showed lemmings, a major prey base 
of Snowy Owls, 

-
were not a major 

prey base of Northern Shrikes (Cade 
1967). Additionally, Northern Shrikes 
are rare or absent in most places where 
lemmings are cyclic, and no real cor
relation between shrikes in western 
states and declines of lemmings ex
ists (Davis 1 974 ). Limited attempts to 
correlate winter shrike movements 
with large invasions of one of its 
common prey bases, small birds, 
showed no clear associations (Dent 
1 965). Based on these findings, it's 
more probable that Northern Shrikes 
are cyclic in response to their own, 
more localized prey. 

It also seems to me it' s more likely 
that if shrikes corresponded with an-

other bird of prey in response to fluc
tuating rodent numbers, that species 
would be the Northern Saw-whet Owl, 
whose prey base might overlap with 
the shrike' s  prey base. In the winterof 
1 99 5/1996, observers reported record 
movements of Northern Shrikes and 
Northern Saw-whet Owls nation
wide. If nothing else, a connection 
may exist between the two species 
since both have difficulties finding 
prey after heavy snows or extreme 
drops in temperatures, when favored 
prey become unavailable. LeBaron 
( 1 996) noted this possible relation
ship as well, and mentioned a record 
movement of Northern Saw-whet 
Owls, although they apparently did 
not irrupt as far as Illinois that year 
(see Johnson & Stokie 1 996). 

Habitat 

Reports of wintering Northern 
Shrikes invariably associated these 
birds with riparian or other mesic 
areas where wet, tussocky grasses 
provided good habitat for its favored 
prey species, voles and small birds 
(Atkinson 1993) .  Most accounts of 
the Northern Shrike's  winter habitat 
from other mid-western states are 
rather vague and can be summed as 
open areas with scattered trees and 
bushes (see Mumford and Keller 1 984, 
Pete1john 1 989, Robbins 1 99 1 ,  Kent 
and Dinsmore 1 996). The same can 
be said of Illinois birds. However, 
reports garnered from IBET during 
the 1 999/2000 invasion as well as 
my past experience show the birds 
overwhelmingly seem to prefer 
habitats in Illinois with a large per
centage of marsh or at least wet, gras
sy areas . Bohlen ( 1 989) also states 
they "seem to prefer marshy situa
tions" in Illinois. 

From site locations described on 
IBET, the wintering habitat of North
ern Shrikes in Illinois occurred in 
and around the perimeters of shallow 
and deep water marshes (e.g., McKee 
Marsh, Moraine View State Park, 
Volo Bog State Natural Area, Cuba 
Marsh Forest Preserve, Goose Lake 
Prairie State Park, Nelson Lake 
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Marsh), the edges of rivers or lakes 
(e.g. Horseshoe Lake, Clinton Lake, 
Windfall Lake, Third Lake, Kish
w aukee River, Rock River, Lake 
Michigan, Silver Lake, Lake Shab
bona, Lake Springfield, Sangchris 
Lake State Park, Baker's Lake, Her
rick Lake), and s i tes in wet prairie 
and other marshy habitat (Chain O' 
Lakes State Park, Fermi-Lab, Crabtree 
Nature Center, Meredosia National 
Wildlife Refuge, West Chicago Prai
rie, Hidden Lake Forest Preserve, 
Springbrook Prairie). One ornitholo
gist commented the Northern Shrikes 
seen at the Savanna Army Depol did 
not utilize the drier grasslands where 
Loggerhead Shrikes breed at that site 
(D. Wenny personal communication). 
Atkinson ' s  ( 1 993) Idaho birds fre
quented riparian areas more than ex
pected and grassy areas less than ex
pected. Observers did report Il linois 
birds in dry, upland grassy areas in
cluding pasture!and at the base of 
wooded bluffs in  Marshall County 
and in a few other areas. 

Feeding Habits 

One of the more interesting char
acteristics of Northern Shrike behav
i or involves what it  eats and how it 
catches and disposes of its prey. Like 
other members of its family,  North
ern Shrikes catch their prey, then store 
them in caches known as larders by 
impal ing them on many types of sharp 
projections including barbed wire and 
the spines and thorns of trees and 
shrubs .  Hawthorns, crab apples, osage 
orange and barbed wire are common 
sites for Loggerhead Shrikes in Illi
nois (pers. obs.), and are likely sites 
for wintering Northern Shrikes as well. 

In a study by Yosef ( 1993), North
ern Shrikes on their breeding grounds 
in Israel responded to the placement 
of barbed wire fencing on their hunt
ing grounds by reducing territory size. 
The shrikes immediately began using 
the barbed wire for impaling sites 
and each male' s  territory size shrank 
almost immediately. Loss of exten
sive areas of barbed wire fencing in  
the Midwest and other locations may 
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lllinois ' southernmost documented 
record (pending IORC review) r�f 
Northern Shrikeon 28Novemher 1999 
near Horseshoe Lake in Madison 
County. Photo by Frank Holmes. 

have been one of many reasons for 
the decline of Loggerhead Shrikes, 
and may have implications for man
agement of Northern Shrikes (whose 
numbers are also decreasing) on their 
wintering grounds. 

The Northern Shrike possesses 
extremely acute vision. Cade ( 1967) 
has noted shrikes wintering in New 
Y orkfly directly from tree-top perches 
to traps baited with mice or small 
birds, over courses in excess of 200 
yards. Cade has also witnessed wild 
shrikes attack caged shrikes or free
fl ying trained birds from distances 
approaching 1,000 yards. One of his 
trained birds could even spot flying 
bumblebees at least I 00 yards away .  

Northern Shrikes spend long hours 
on perches scanning their hunting 
grounds. The perches are usually 3 to 
24 feet high. The bird sometimes re
mains in one spot for up to 30 min
utes, but usually changes perches more 
frequently. Wintering shrikes in Swe
den covered distances of7 .3 miles per 
day, using about 3 .5 perches per mile 
(Lefranc 1997). 

Shrikes catch most invertebrate 
prey by simply mashing them. The 
hooked beak and powerful j aw 
muscles can be lethal weapons to ver
tebrate prey, and can leave bloody 
fingers to those vertebrates "lucky" 
enough to catch one during banding 
operations. Just ask Jonathan Simms 
of Lombard who caught an immature 

bird at Camp Sagawau in the Palos 
area of southwestern Cook County 
the winter of J 999/2000. Simms said, 
"My fingers will remember thi s  for a 
long time." Cade ( 1967) summarizes 
the actual treatment of both avian and 
mammali an prey, but says "the attack 
is always immediately directed at the 
neck of the quarry . . .  the cervical ver
tebrae often being severed in two or 
three places," exactly as in falcons. 
Cade continues: shrikes "usually catch 
birds in their feet . . .  although they 
occasionally try to strike them down 
with their beaks . . .  On the other hand, 
a shrike does not grab a rodent in its 
feet, because it (the shrike) is likely to 
be bi tten. Instead it harasses the ro
dent by jumping and dancing errati
cally around the prey, then delivers a 
series  of guick b i t e s . "  Cade 
( 1962, 1 967) reported most birds are 
taken by surprise and rarely while in 
flight; this is further substantiated by 
Mester(l 965). Many times the North
ern Shrike drops off a high perch and 
begins flying low to the ground 
through fairly dense shrubs trying to 
flush avian prey into the open. Failing 
thi s  method, the shrike may actually 
enter a bush and move about the 
branches flashing its white wing 
patches and twisting i ts tail  around to 
scare prey into more open areas 
(Mester 1965) .  I observed a shrike at 
Moraine Hills State Park (McHenry 
County) on 8 January 2000 perched 
in a small area of brush, marsh, and 
wet prairie. Suddenly it  dropped to 
just above the marsh vegetation and 
began a quick flight through the small 
willows and dogwoods. At one point, 
it  dropped to the ground and seemed 
to disappear, but w as back up to its 
perch a few minutes later, apparently 
unsuccessful. 

Prey Species 

Studies of winter shrikes have 
shown most  prey cons i s t ing  of 
arthropods (mainly large beetles and 
grasshoppers) and small animals in
cluding lizards, frogs, birds, and 
mammals (Mester 1965, Atkinson& 
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Cade 1 993) .  In the eastern U.S,  in
cluding Illinois, the main prey items 
are likely voles (Microtus sp.),  mice 
(Peromyscus sp.) ,  and small birds up 
to robin or starling size. Very little 
specific prey of Northern Shrikes seen 
in Illinois has been mentioned in the 
literature. In studies done on winter
ing shrikes in Idaho, arthropods and 
small mammals (mainly Microtus sp.) 
were the most important prey items, 
as measured by number (63 .9% and 
29.8% respectively). Small mammals 
were the most important items by 
biomass (83 . 1  % ); birds only contrib
uted 1 1 . 8% by biomass (Atkinson & 
Cade 1993). Atkinson and Cade made 
some direct observations during the 
Idaho study, but they mostly used 
pellet analysis to identify shrike prey. 
(See Mester 1965, B ent 1965, and 
Cade 1967 for some interesting direct 
observations of shrikes taking prey .) 
Northern S hrikes form pellets much 
like hawks and owls do, from the un
digestible parts (fur, bones, and chiti
nous materials) of their prey . 

A long l ist of prey items exists for 
the Northern Shrike, among the most 
unusual are worms, snails, and cray
fish (Lefranc 1 997).  Species of spi
ders, caterpillars, flies, wasps, bees, 
and other insects have been taken 
during the breeding and non-breed
ing seasons (Bent 1965, Cade & Swem 
1995). Among mammals, small ro
dents, especially voles, come first in 
importance (Mester 1965, Le franc 
1997) .  However, deer mice, harvest 
mice, wild house mice, and shrews 
(Sorex sp.) also supply the shrike 
with food (Cade 1 967, Atkinson & 
Cade 1993,  Cade & Swem 1995). 
Cade ( 1962) found shrikes kill small 
rodents up to 25 grams within a few 
seconds. The largest rodent a shrike 
can handle, vvcighing in at 80 to 1 00 
grams, may take many minutes and 
several bites. 

Birds as a prey species seem to 
have drawn much attention in the 
literature. In fact, Mester ( 1 965) ob
served a shrike feeding on a Gray 
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I 
Adult Northern Shrike preparing to 
regurgitate a pellet in a Lake Villa 
backyard in Lake County during the 
199912000 winter invasion. Photo by 
Richard Biss. 

These bones, likely from a vole, were 
extracted from a pellet regurgitated by 
the Northern Shrike that visited Richard 
Biss ' Lake Villa (Lake County) backyard 
during the 199912000 invasion. Photo by 
Richard Biss. 

Partridge caught in deep snow, al
though the shrike probably found the 
bird as carrion. Several authors men
tion Northern Shrikes as having a 
propensity toward scavenging (Bent 
1965, Lefranc 1 997). Shrikes likely 
turn to a more avian prey base when 
severe climatic conditions such as 
extreme cold and heavy snow cover 
make it harder to obtain both insect as 
well as small mammalian prey . High 
mortality is the probable outcome of 
large incursions of this species into 
Illinois and elsewhere during the non
breeding season, and is probably one 
of the main limiting factors in this 
species life cycle. 

Few studies exist regarding de
tails on avian prey in the winter in 
North America. For Illinois, Graber 
et al. ( 1973) mention only Dark-eyed 
Juncos and House Sparrows as shrike 
prey. Atkinson & Cade ( 1993) show 
shrikes al so favored juncos, followed 
by White-crowned Sparrow and 
Horned Lark, while another exami
nation of pellets of wintering shrikes 
contained 7 House Sparrows, 5 jun
cos, and 3 American Tree Sparrows. 
The list of Northern Shrike avian prey, 

it seems, is endless. Though the shrike 
mainly takes small passerines, ob
servers have witnessed Northern 
Shrikes attacking birds as large as 
Pine Grosbeak, Killdeer, American 
Robin ,  Red-winged B lackbird,  
Mourning Dove, Blue Jay, Hairy 
Woodpecker, and even Least, Semi
palmated and Baird ' s  S andpipers 
(Bent 1965, Mester 1 965, Cade 1967, 
Atkinson & Cade 1993, Cade & Swem 
1995). 

Shrikes take advantage of birds in 
vulnerable situations, including at 
banding operations in traps and mist 
nets, at bird feeders, and even enter
i n g  bui ld ings  (see B ent  1 96 5 ,  
Mumford and Keller 1984). I found 
Illinois records of a shrike entering a 
bird trap at a banding station of a W. 
A .  Lyon in Waukegan (Lake County) 
going after a junco on 20 March 1 92 1 .  
Lyon ( 1 930) also had at least 6 North
ern Shrikes enter his yard one winter 
after birds in his traps, and apparently 
shot the first five. As mentioned ear
lier, Karl Bartel caught shrikes in his 
traps in Blue Island, Illinois on sev
eral occasions (Bohlen 1989). 

Few reports of shrike attacks in 
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nearby Midwestern states mention 
food, and most of it is avi an prey . One 
immature was seen attacking a Mourn
ing Dove I 0 November 1 964 at 
Bristol , Tennessee, and was subse
quently collected (Robinson 1 990). 
A shrike was seen capturing a junco 
nearGary, Jndianaon 24January 1 976 
(Brock 1986). Mumford & Keller 
( l 984 ),  forl ndiana, also include jun
cos, House Sparrows, and Carolina 
Wren as Northern Shrike prey spe
cies, and mentions shrikes chas ing 
bluebirds and a Mourning Dove. 

Illinois Birders' 
Experiences 

Jonathan Simms mentions the 
shrike he banded on 27 November 
J 999 was less than I foot away from 
a House Sparrow in the net, and may 
have either chased the bird into the 
net or gone after it when it was caught. 
Illinois birders mentioned a few other 
accounts of prey taken during the 
winter 1 999/2000 in vasion. B ob 
Fisher of Downers Grove said the 
shrike that visited his backyard feed
ing station chased House Sparrows .  
Ed Franks of  Macomb in McDonough 
County, watched a shrike enter his 
yard, most likely pursuing birds. Paul 
and Barb Johnson of Chesterfield, 
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Missouri, watched a Northern Shrike 
chase a small bird into some bushes at 
Horseshoe Lake in Madi son County. 
An immature was seen "vi siting" bird 
feeders at Fermi-Lab on 5 January 
2000. 

Other birders reported Northern 
Shrikes taking prey other than birds . 
Early upon their  arriv al, Carolyn 
Fields and John Wittbold saw an adult  
shrike hunting over a field near the 
marsh at Ron Beese Park, near B aker' s 
Lake in Barrington, Ill inois (Cook 
County). From the top of a multi-flora 
rose bush, the shrike "caught a big 
winged insect and swallowed i t  in
stantaneously ."  Gayle Wagner of 
McHenry County watched a shrike in 
the Bull Valley area "pluck what 
appeared to be a very frozen grass
hopper impaled on a twig, and chomp 
it down . "  Wagner observed this 
while helping on a Christmas B i rd 
Count 1 8  December 1999. Wittbold 
and Fields again saw a shrike that 
"appeared to be hunting insects" at 
the Paul Douglas Forest Preserve in 
Cook County on 5 March 2000. They 
watched it for almost an hour. "At 
times it was very active, div ing to the 
ground, sometimes hoveri ng and 
fluttering  just  above the ground, 
showing its beauti ful monochrome 
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Jim Frazier' s  rare bird alerts also con
tained information on many of the 
shrikes reported on in this article. 
Matt Young of Cornell University ' s  
Lab o f  Ornithology, kindly provided 
his comments on the regional and 
national extent of the 1999/2000 
Northern Shrike incursion. Thanks 
also go to Kelly McKay and David B .  
Johnson for providing m e  with drafts 
of their winter and CBC field notes, 
as well as their thoughtful comments 
concerning Northern Shrikes. Finally, 
I thank Carolyn Fields for taking the 

pattern." They also heard the bird 
sing for several minutes. 

Tom Lal ly  watched a shrike "fly 
down to a smal I tree used as a caching 
site and yank the remains of some 
small mammal off a thorn and wolf it 
down," along J-355 near Woodridge 
in Will County 9 February 2000. Ri
chard B iss watched a shrike in his 
Lake Vill a yard (Lake County) "fly 
down to the marsh, catch a vole and 
eat him." Biss later saw the bird re
gurgitating a pellet (see photos). Fields 
also related a few other interesting 
behaviors. On 6 February 2000 at the 
Paul Douglas Forest Preserve, she 
watched the shrike "dive into some 
dense shrubs and not come out" at 
dusk. Fields said she had observed the 
bird at this l ocation on several other 
occasions, and hypothesized it was 
probably the bird ' s  roost site. On 3 
March 2000 the same bird was "heard 
vocalizing from the top of one of the 
tallest trees. But it stopped as soon as 
it became aware of me." Fields also 
heard and saw a singing Northern 
Shrike on "the tip-top of a snag over 
the edge of the cattails at B aker' s 
Lake" (Cook County) .  She described 
the song as being like a "funny Green
winged Teal, with a little churrr at 
the end." 

time to report her interesting observa
tions to IBET, and thus contributing 
some valuable behavioral anecdotes 
to Illinois '  ornithological history. 
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A Remarkable First Illinois Record: 
Scott's Oriole (Icterus parisorum) 

B old, fearless, different-the 
Intrepid .  Intrepid was the name 
my husband, Barry, and I jokingly 
gave the mystery bird that arrived 
on our suet cake feeders in mid
J anuary 2000. 

The bird first appeared mid
morning 15 January. We have five 
general feeders, three finch feed
ers, and four suet feeders in front 
of our home. Our suet cakes are 
homemade. Our home in Toulon, 
Illinois in Stark County, faces east 
on a quiet north-south one-block 
street. We watch the birds often 
from a large picture window in the 
dining room; the binoculars are al
ways close by. 

At first, we mistook the bird for a 
starl ing because of its size; Barry 
started to open the front door to scare 
it away, since starl ings are not neces
sarily popular with the other birds or 
us. However, he noticed the olive
yellow coloring on the underside. 1 
grabbed the binoculars to get a closer 
look, then made notes of all its physi
cal features. 

Plumage 

The bird was about 8 inches in 
length. The entire underside includ
ing the basal half of the tail was yel
low with an ol ive tinge. This colora
tion was also on the l ower back under 
the wings . The tail was dark ol ive
brown with a slight notch. The bird ' s  
head, upper back, and throat were 
olive-brown with darker olive-brown 
streaks or mottling matching the tai l ' s  
color. A black spot was beginning to 
appear on the throat. Dark olive-born 
wings sported two white wing bars. A 
noticeable character was the straight, 
long black bill. Later observation 
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showed white on the edges 
of both upper and lower 
mandibles, as well as a few 
white feathers at the base of 
the bill on both sides. The 
iris appeared dark brown or 

black. Under certain light 
conditions, I observed a 
dark eye mask, which didn't 
appear on photos, but could  
be  seen on the video . The 

by Pam Sprout 

Juvenile male Scott's Oriole at 
hackyard feeder. First accepted 
state record. Photo taken sometime 
between m id-January and 3 
February 2000. Toulon, Illinois. 
Stark County. Note the overall 
yellowish plumage (seen in the 
color photo),  long, sl igh tly 
decurved bill, and fine streaking 
on the back. Photos by Pam Sprout. 

__ ...._ _ _.._.!...11.!.:rn:.� 
legs and feet were also 
black. 

Discovery and 
identification 

The bird's  initial v isit occurred 
when the mid-January temperature 
was about 46 degrees F a low of 
around 27 degrees F. During that brief 
mid-morning visit, he ate at the suet 
feeder 6 feet in front of the house, 
then left for the day . The next day the 
temperatures were 32 degrees for a 
high and 22 degrees for the low. How
ever, on this day our mystery friend 
returned to the suet cake in mid-after
noon. He stayed longer than the day 
before. Again, we looked through our 

bird guides with more scrutiny at
tempting to identify him. No l uck in 
finding a bird with his  markings. 

It seemed the bird was alternating 
his feeding times between mornings 
and afternoons. He then started com
ing during the morning and returning 
in the afternoon, staying for longer 
periods each time. On 19 January, 
Mother Nature pulled a cruel trick on 
our mystery bird by clippi ng the tem
peratures from 27 degrees to 1 degree 
and clumping 6.5 inches of snow. 

By this time, Barry and I realized 
the bird was going to be a daily cus
tomer. The more he came and ate, the 
more frustrated we became. Again, 
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we had searched through our bird 
guides, our friend ' s  bird guides, and 
even sneaked a peek at bird guides 
in the bookstore. We j ust could not 
locate any bird east of the Mississippi 
River that had all the correct charac
teristics. He was consuming all of 
our time. 

We were impressed with his table 
manners . He would "study" the 
contents of the suet before he pecked 
something. He did not gobble greed
ily l ike the starlings , or hammer 
rapidly like the woodpeckers. He 
was not aggressive towards the other 
birds. He would not get on the suet if 
another bird were on it. He would 
not fly away if another bird landed on 
the opposite side of the suet. He had 
no fear of the cars going by on the 
street. He usually continued eating 
even when the other birds were 
frightened away. 

I knew I needed to get pictures, so 
I place my little Minolta Freedom 
Zoom 70C camera on the sill of the 
picture window in the dining room. 
Each time the bird came and I heard, 
"Honey, the bird ' s  back," I would 
literally crawl over to the window, 
slowly lift the camera, and try to zoom 
him in for a close picture. On 25 
January, I took the last picture on the 
film and, high gas prices or not, we 
made a special  1 5 -mile  trip to 
Kewanee' s  Wal-mart and had our 
pictures in one hour. Talk about 
disappointment! We only had three 
clear pictures, none close enough to 
identify the bird accurately .  

On 26 January, I began making 
long distance telephone calls trying 
to locate someone who could identify 
our mystery bird. Finally, after the 
third long distance call to the IDNR 
offices, I talked with Vernon Kleen, 
avian ecologist for the state. I ex
plained who I was, where I was lo
cated, and what I wanted to know . I 
read a physical description of the bird 
from my first-day notes, and as I spoke, 
it was on the suet feeder. Kleen sug
gested locate B altimore Oriole in my 
bird guide. He said an immature male 
would show yellow with an orange 
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tinge or orange splotches. I told him 
there was positively no orange on the 
bird, but who was I to dispute the 
expert? Kleen asked that I try to get 
some more pictures. I knew I had to 
get or borrow better camera equip
ment that would take a clear, close 
photo of our bird. 

Soon I called a friend who had 
done some professional photography. 
His camera was broken, but he sug
gested we get a video camera so that 
we could zoom the subject in. Who 
had a camcorder? 

On the evening of 27 January, we 
went to eat with our close friends, 
Harvey and Gama Dailey. I asked if 
they knew of someone who had a 
video camera. The next day we got 
the camcorder set up on a tripod di
rectly in front of the big picture win
dow. I proceeded to practice focusing 
on a Downy Woodpecker so that I 
would be prepared when our mystery 
friend came to feed. When the bird 
came, I turned on the video. After just 
a few minutes, the battery ran down 
and would not tape. I called our friend 
to get the other battery but it would 
not take a charge. All the while the 
bird was coming and staying longer, 
but not getting his picture taken. My 
next-door neighbor, Luann B ent, came 
over and was curious about the video 
camera. When I told her I was trying 
to get close-up pictures of a bird that 
was feeding here, she offered to Joan 
us her camera. I was able to get excel
lent pictures with her Minolta Mas um 
300E. It was equipped with an AF70-
2 1 0  telephoto lens. I used Kodak 400 
Max 35mm film. The photos were 
taken and developed on 29 January . 
The video camera was now up and 
ready to roll. 

On 3 1  January it was bright and 
sunny. The bird fed for almost four 
hours. He did leave for a while, as did 
all the other birds, when an American 
Kestrel landed in the tuliptree. We 
were able to get very good video 
pictures because of the sunny condi
tions and brightness from the snow 
still covering the ground. 

We had our friends, the Daileys, 

and our daughter, Jody Booth, on this 
day . We had the chairs lined up in the 
dining room just like the movie the
aters. I even served popcorn. 

The mystery bird ' s  farewell visit 
was on 3 February 2000. At approxi
mately 8 : 30 a.m. he peeked over the 
edge of the porch roof gutter; then, 
hung on the gutter to peek around. He 
did not fly to the suet cake to eat. 

Shortly thereafter we mailed the 
oriole photos to Vernon Kleen, and 
the Illinois Ornithological Records 
Committee on 1 3  Feb 2000 reviewed 
the photos and compared them against 
museum specimens at the Chicago 
Field Museum of Natural History. 
The committee members identified 
the bird as an immature male Scott's 
Oriole (lcterus parisorum), an Illi
nois first state record! Will Russell 
and Richard D.  Palmer, both Arizona 
expert birders and residents where the 
bird occurd, concurred with the iden
tification (in litt.) after reviewing sev
eral of the photographic images. 

Distribution and origin 

Why was our Scott ' s  Oriole so 
many miles from his normal south
western United States environment 
and habitat? The oriole is a regular 
summer resident in northwestern 
Mexico, west Texas, New Mexico, 
Arizona, and is occasionally, if not 
rarely found, in California, Nevada 
and Colorado, and Wyoming. How
ever, the bird apparently tends to be a 
vagrant. Unsual records have been 
reported for Ontario, Washington, 
Idaho, Nebraska, Kansas, Minnesota, 
and Louisiana according to DeSante 
and Pyle ( 1 986). The nearest recent 
vagrant record in the mid-West was 
from Wisconsin (Isenring and Frank 
1 996) in Adams County during the 
winter of 1 995/1 996-another most 
remarkable winter record-like ours ! 
Why did this bird migrate the wrong 
way? Perhaps he got caught in a storm 
and was thrown off course. I person
ally think he had a Y2K bug in his 
computer. 
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A Rare Central Illinois Record 

for Bohemian Waxwing 

Although rare anywhere 
in the state, the appearance 
of a Bohemian Waxwing 
(Bombycilla garrulus) in 
Rochester, Illinoi s (Sang
amon County) from 22 -26 
January 2000, and briefly 
again 2 1 -24 February 2000, 
created a fl urry of excite
ment among central Illinois 
birders, as well as many L,__ _ _... 

County (Branhagen I 993 ) ;  
and one at Glencoe in Cook 
County, 1 -2 January 1990 
(Robinson 1 990). The win
ter of 196 1/62 was the last 
large invasion of this species 
into Illinois and the Midwest 
(see Mlodinow 1984). 

o thers s ta tewide .  Dave  Bohemian Waxwing. Rochester, lllinois (Sanganwn County). 

B ohlen found and reported 25 January 2000. Photo by Dennis Oehmke. 

As with most sightings 
of this species in Il linois, the 
Rochester bird was feeding 
and flocking with Cedar 
Waxwings (about 50- 1 50) 

the bird to the state ' s  birding 
list serve, IBET. Peter Weber, who 
lived in Rochester at the time, main
tained tabs on the bird, and was one 
of two other observers who saw the 
bird in February . 

Bohemian Waxwings are excep
tionally rare outside of the Chicago 
region in Illinois, where most histori
cal as well as recent records have 
been reported. This bird was one of 
three records from Sangamon County 
in the last 30 years; the other records 
being a specimen from Springfield, 
22 December 1 972, now in the Illi
nois State Museum (Bohlen 1 989) 
and another from Springfield, 21 Feb
ruary 1 99 1  (Robinson 1991 ). Other 
central Illinois records gleaned from 
a few Illinois references include a 
flock of 14 at Forest Glen County 
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Park in Vermilion County on 28 De
cember 1 985 (Goetz and Robinson 
1 9 8 8 ) ,  one  at Dec atur (Macon 
County), 23 December 1 972 (Bohlen 
1 989);  one at Danville (Vermilion 
County), 28 February 1 978 (Bohlen 
1 989);  and one at Jacksonville (Mor
gan County) i n  November 1 95 9  
(Fawks and Lobik 1 975). Two older 
central Illinois records are both from 
Champaign County, including a bird 
seen at Rantoul, 15 February 1 9 1 7  
(Kendeigh et al . 1 976), and 1 2  birds 
seen in Philo, 26 February 1 9 14 (Hess 
1 9 1 4) .  

Other recent sightings statewide 
include up to four birds, 1 7 - 1 0  De
cember 1995 atHighland Park in Lake 
County (Danley 1 996);  one, 20 Feb
ruary 1 993 at Rockford in Winnebago 

and was eating the fruits of 
the numerous planted hawthorns lin
ing a road next to a city park. Several 
American Robins and House Finches 
were also feeding on the hawthorn 
fruit with the waxwings. The flock of 
waxwings, including the Bohemian, 
frequently moved from tree to tree. 
Several birders also observed an 
American Kestrel harassing the wax
wings and other birds. 

While Wes Serafin and I were 
following the flock of waxwings, the 
Bohemian flew into a tree and landed 
6 feet above my head in a small 
hawthorn where it  then swallowed a 
couple of fruits. I noted the reddish 
brown undertail coverts, overall much 
grayer body p lumage than Cedar 
Waxwing, and bright white, yellow, 
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and red markings on the wings, which 
were easily discernible. The black 
feathering of the throat was also more 
extensive and well-defined than on 
the other waxwings present. 

Numerous observers saw this bird. 
A small article on the bird along with 
a photograph taken by Chris Young 
appeared in the Springfield Journal 

Register. Dennis Oehmke also pro
vided the Illinois Ornithological 
Records Committee and the Mead

owlark with exceptional photographs 
for documentation of this rarity. He 
was also responsible for re-finding 
the bird briefly in February. 
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Rufous Hummingbird 
(Selasphorus rufus) 

Livens Winter in Urbana 

On 1 December 2000, my friend 
and neighbor, Helen Ritter, called to 
tell me excitedly she had seen a hum
mingbird in her yard. Helen is not a 
"birder" but is an avid gardener who 
enjoys feeding and watching birds in 
her yard. Her hummingbird feeder 
had been taken down long ago, but the 
bird had found a few bright red pine
apple sage blossoms that had sur
vived the frost. As the bird had flown, 
I suggested she put her feeder back up 
and call me if the hummer returned. I 
also mentioned that late humming
birds might be something unusual and 
that she should look for brown on its 
back. 

On 3 December, Helen called 
again. Yes, the hummer was back and 
visiting the feeder, and it did appear 
to have a brown back. I rushed over 
and was able to watch the bird first 
from about 3 m away through a win
dow and later from a bench outside on 
the deck. At once I was able to deter
mine it was an immature bird, but not 
our usual ruby-throated variety . Ex
tensive rufous on the back, upper tail 
coverts, and tail showed it belonged 
to the genus Selasphorus. B ecause I 
knew the difficulty in separating im
mature hummingbirds of this genus 
down to species, I wrote extensive 
notes of what I saw during the half 
hour that I watched it come and go. 
Most likely it was a Rufous Hum
mingbird (S. rufus), as we have had at 
least one in Urbana before (see Chapel 
1 997), but Allen' s  (S. sasin) was also 
a possibility. Since Helen was willing 
to have visitors come and enjoy this 
bird, I spread the word. 

by Elizabeth J. Chato 

I also checked several references 
including an article on Selasphorus 

identification (Heidcamp 1997). I 
decided first that this was an imma
ture male bird because it showed only 
a few red feathers at the upper outer 
edges of the gorget (not in the center) 
and solid rufous on the uppertail .  I 
then decided it was a Rufous Hum
mingbird because of the solid rufous 
on rump, tail, and back , which showed 
only a few green feather edges). 

Later observers thought they had 
seen a band on the leg, and efforts 
were made to find a bander who could 
net the bird and check the number. 
Very few banded hummingbirds are 
ever recaptured and it would have 
been exciting to find out from where 
this wanderer had come. The bird had 
other ideas however, and apparently 
left on 1 0  December, before bander 
and net arrived the next day. People 
did get good pictures and even a video 
for the record. 

Either because more people are 
aware of the possibility, or because 
this species is extending its range, the 
Midwest is hosting Rufo us Humming
birds quite frequently in late fall. They 
are more cold tolerant than most hum
mers, living at high altitudes in the 
Rockies and being the only humming
bird ranging n orth into Alaska.  
Champaign County' s  first Rufous 
Hummingbird was documented by 
Robert Chapel at Urbana on 6 Octo
ber 1996 (Chapel 1 997). The bird was 
identified through photographs by 
Denis Oehmke and by examining the 
second and fifth rectrices after Steve 
B ailey, who has a permit to band 
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birds, netted the bird, then pulled and 
measured the rectrices. 

Illinois' first record and specimen 
of the Rufous Hummingbird occurred 
on 14 October 1 993 when Ellen B .  
and Sherwin Strauss discovered the 
species at their feeders in Olympia 
Fields, Illinois in Cook County 
(Strauss 1 994). The immature male 
bird remained until 12 November 
when they discovered it dead not far 
from the feeder. The second record 
was discovered the same year on 27 
October by Robert F. Danley at his 
backyard feeder in Murphysboro, Il
linois, in Jackson County. The bird 
was last seen 1 5  January 1994 (Danley 
1 994). Two immature female birds 
that may have been Rufous or A llen ' s  
Hummingbirds were reported on 24 
November 1 986 in Macoupin County 
and 29 to 3 1  August in McDonough 
County (Bohlen 1 989). 

This bird that visited Champaign 
County in December 2000 was fortu
nate my friend provided a feeder, be
cause the flowers on which it was 
initially feeding were frost-killed the 
day after its arrival . Hopefully its 
week' s stay in Urbana fueled it for 
the long trip south to winter quarters . 
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The 1999 I 2000 Illinois 
Christmas Bird Count 

Another tantalizingly warm CBC 
season had I llinois counters enjoying 
the warmest winter on record in the 
state. Accordingly, the counters also 
recorded many species high counts. 
Cormorant numbers skyrocketed 
(5,267 at Rend Lake). Sandhill Cranes 
wintered and lingered longer. The 
McHenry Count had 2, 1 90 Sandhill 
Cranes, and Fermilab-Batavia had 
727 cranes. Other lingered-longer 
awards go to Waukegan ' s two Le 
Conte' s Sparrows and Joliet' s 1 5  
American Pipits. Greater numbers of 
western waterfowl than usual moved 
eastward, including the Greater 
White-fronted, Snow, and Ross ' s  
Geese. A new species, Smith ' s  Long
spur, was added to the state ' s  CBC 
list, and birders recorded some very 
unusual finds including a rare loon, 
dove, and hummingbird. CBC data 

by David B .  Johnson 

also reflected a modest winter finch 
invasion and a record Northern Shrike 
movement. See article in this issue for 
details .  Two counts met or exceeded 
the 100 species mark, always an 
achievement in Illinois. The Illinois 
database of early winter bird distribu
tion continues to change and grow, 
giving us information on bird popula
tion trends. 

Count Results 

Birders from 60 counts listed 1 5 8  
species, including one o f  question
able identification, and one unrecog
nized form. Congratulations to the 
two counts with record 1 02 and 1 00 
species, for the first time, Cypress 
Creek and Horseshoe Lake, respec
tively .  Other counts under 1 00 spe
cies totals, but in the 90s , included: 
B aldwin Lake-Kaskaskia (90), a 

Great Egret at Du Page County 's Blackwell Forest Preserve. First time 
recorded on the Fermi-Lab Christmas Bird Count. 18 December 1999. 
Photo by Eric Walters. 
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record count; Carlyle Lake (95) ; 
Clinton Lake (90); Chautauqua (91 ); 
Mermet Lake (94); Pere Marquette 
(90) ; Rend Lake (95); Springfield 
(94), a record count; and Union 
County (98). No count in northern 
Illinois reached the 90 species mark. 
However, all-time species high count 
totals for northern Illinois were: 
B arri ngton (66) and Fermilab
Batavia (87). Pere Marquette had 
the highest  number of individ
uals :  928,023, owing to a 864,433 
Common Grackle count. Fermilab
Batavia recorded the highest number 
of field observers, 1 03, a remarkable 
number and an all-time high for 
field participants. 

CBC Firsts and Rarities 

A t  least three well-described 
Smith's Longspurs were at Newton, 
a first documented occurrence for 
Illinois ' s  CB Cs The Illinois Ornitho
logical Records Committee welcomes 
and encourages photographic docu
mentation of any winter record of this 
species for the state. Always rare, a 
Pacific Loon was at Clinton Lake. A 
well-described 2nd state CBC record 
of Common Ground-Dove was at 
Crane Lake Sangamon; and a Rufous 

Hummingbird, probably an adult 
female, was videotaped at Peoria. 
Other unusual bird sightings included 
American White Pelicans, previously 
almost never reported on CB Cs.  They 
lingered longer with 377 birds (on 4 
counts). Solitary Great Egrets at  
Chicago Urban, Fermilab-Batavia, 
and Horseshoe Lake were note
worthy. Twenty- seven Ross' s Geese 
appeared on four counts, with Pere 
Marquette having the highest count 
(twenty). The only scoters recorded 
were 5 Blacks (on 2 counts) with 
Clinton Lake being the only interior 
count to record a scoter (Black) plus 
Evanston' s  eight dark- winged scoter 
species. 

Raptors to Gulls 

Three Golden Eagles were seen 
at : Peoria, Meredosia Island, and 
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Union. Solitary Merlins with good 
details were recorded at Evanston, 
Fermilab-Batavia, Middle Fork 
River Valley and Horseshoe Lake. 
Waukegan's  two Virginia Rails have 
become a tradition. Sandhill Crane 
numbers (2,926 on 5 counts) reflected 
a northerly late migration over two 
early count circles in northeast Illi
nois-though the eight cranes in 
southern Illinois (on 2 counts) was 
not the norm either. Least Sandpipers 
lingered at Baldwin Lake ( 1 ), Horse
shoe Lake (8), Mermet Lake (6) and 
Pere Marquette Park (34) .  Pere 
Marquette had the only Lesser Yel
lowlegs. Cypress Creek and Mermet 
Lake recorded the only American 
Woodcock. 

Unusual gulls were two Great 
Black-backed Gulls at Calumet City
Sandridge. One Iceland Gull was at 
E v anston  and another was  at  
Fermilab-Batavia. Lesser Black
backed Gulls while unusual are being 
recorded with greater frequency ; 
s ingles were at Calumet City
Sandridge, Fermilab-Batavia, Rend 
Lake, Collinsville; others were at 
Starved Rock (2) and Princeton (2) 
and a count week bird was at Spring
field. Single Glaucous Gulls were at 
Calumet City-Sand Ridge and 
Fermilab-Batavia. Chicago Lake
front reported the only Snowy Owl 
and a count week bird was at 
Schapville. 

Songbirds 

Fifty-six American Pipits were 
recorded (on 6 counts), a good tally. 
Baldwin Lake ( l ), Cypress Creek ( l ), 
Union ( 1 )  and Mermet Lake (2) tal
lied only five Pine Warblers in the 
state. The only Common Yellowthroat 
recorded was a solitary bird at Union. 
Unusual sparrows included the afore
mentioned Le Conte ' s  Sparrows (2) 
at Waukegan, one a Meredosia, and 
expected counts in southern Illinois: 
Baldwin Lake-Kaskaskia ( 1 ), Rend 
Lake ( 1 1 ), Cypress Creek ( 1 5), a high 
count for them, Carlyle Lake (4), 

Union (6) and Mermet Lake ( 1 ) . Out
side of 4 Lincoln' s  Sparrows reported 
on 4 southern Illinois counts, one of 
which was questionable, a very well
described Lincoln' s  Sparrow was at 
Fermilab-Batavia  and other ad
equately described singles were at 
Andalusia and Middlefork River 
Valley. Excellent descriptions were 
provided for Harris' s Sparrows on 
four counts: Crane Lake-Sangamon 
(2), Meredosia Island ( 1 ), Horseshoe 
Lake ( 1 )  and Pere Marquette Park ( 1 ) . 
The only Yellow-headed Blackbird 
was at Peoria. 

Count week had 3 Eared Grebes ;  
one at Springfield and two at  Clinton 
Lake; a Surf Scoter and a Sedge Wren 
both at Carlyle Lake. 

Regularly Occurring 
Species 

Lingering loons were widespread 
with 23 Common Loons recorded on 
8 counts. Double-crested Cormorants 
numbers are burgeoning with 6,345 
individuals in 28 circles. Great B lue 
Herons numbers like cormorants con
tinue to rise: 1,768 individuals in 53 
count circles (see histogram). The 86 
Bald Eagles at Princeton were note
worthy as well as the 1 53 at Chillicothe 
and 1 5 1  at Peoria indicating the spe
cies' stronghold on the Illinois River 
valley and not just the Mississippi 
River valley ; 1388  were recorded 
statewide (see histogram); even with 
the warmer CBC season weather this 
species is enjoying an obvious popu
lation success. 

A species of concern, Red-headed 
Woodpecker, was reported in higher 
numbers : 2,008 (in 39 circles) over 
three times last year ' s  count of 6 1 2  (in 
47 circles). This is an encouraging 
sign particularly in southern Illinois 
riverbottom woods where this spe
cies has a wintering stronghold. Log
gerhead Shrikes were also recorded 
in good numbers (73 in 1 6  circles). 
Eastern Bluebirds lingered farther 
north, S tarved Rock ' s  52 birds and 
Middlefork River Valley ' s  count of 
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Eastern Screech-Owl. Jackson County Christmas Bird Count. 
1 Janua1y 2000. Photo by Rhonda S. Monroe. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl. Champaign Christmas Bird Count. 
J 8 December 1 999. Photo by Helen M. Parker. 
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65 are very high numbers for north and cen
tral Illinois :  the resl of the state ' s  circles in  
southern ll1 inoi s also recorded good numbers 
( I  1 97 in 33 circles) .  Both White-throated and 
White-crowned Sparrows were well -repre
sented statewide and in smaller numbers Field, 
Savannah, and Fox Sparrows were recorded 
on many counts. The House Finch ' s  early 
wintering populations in Illinois  (5,808 in 5 8  
circles, see histogram) has s tabilized. Purple 
Finch, in contrast, may be in trouble. Only 
506 were recorded statewide in 41 circles, 
and one has to wonder if some of these were 
misidentified House Finches. 

Irruptive Species 

Red-breasted Nuthatches were in good 
numbers: 598 in 50 circles (see histogram); 
the nuthatch influx seemed to correspond 
with the influx of White-winged Crossbills, 
another spruce cone feeder. This  was a North
ern Shrike invasion year-40 individuals in 
19 count circles, none in southern Illinois (see 
separate article on the winter invasion of 
Northern Shrikes). Winter finches teased ob
servers with widely scattered reports: most 
remarkable were the four Evening Grosbeaks 
at Champaign, a species with "drought sta
tus" recently in Illinoi s .  Quincy was the far
thest south that Common Redpolls occurred 
with two indi viduals. Thirty-one at Peoria 
was a good count for the Ill inoi s River Valley. 
The 1 7  Whi te -winged Cros sb i l l s  at 
Bloomington was noteworthy as were 1 8  at 
Springfield; elsewhere Evanston had three 
and Lisle,  16 .  Red Crossbi l l s  were at 
Chautauqua NWR ( 1 2) and Meredosia had 15 
during count week. Pine Siskins had a good 
showing (808 on 24 counts) ; remarkable were 
the 250 si skin at Clinton Lake and most north
ern counts had good numbers. 

High Counts 

Twenty all-time state high counts were 
set for an individual species total recorded 
within a count circle. 1,597 Double-crested 
Cormorants and 4 Greater Yellowlegs were 
tallied at Rend Lake; 188 Great B lue  Herons 
were at Horseshoe Lake. Pere Marquette Park 
tallied some record waterbird numbers with: 
20 Ross ' s  Geese, 1 ,755 Ruddy D ucks, and 67 
Common Snipe. Union recorded a grand total 
of 900 Greater White-fronted Gee s e .  
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Princeton-Camanche, IA had a record 
1,051 Canvasback along the Missis
sippi River. Crab Orchard NWR tal
lied 628 Hooded Mergansers. 2,090 
Sandhill Cranes, a remarkable num
ber, were at McHenry and this was a 
very conservative estimate of birds 
seen count day ( 4,000 were just  over 
the border in Wisconsin in Walworth 
Co. j ust before the count period be
gan, pers. comm. Lynne Carpenter). 
Cypress Creek captured three all-time 
high counts: an amazing 20,120 
Northern Shovelers, 387 Northern 
Flickers, 229 Golden-crowned King
lets, and 53 Winter Wrens, tying 
Horseshoe Lake ' s  count last year. 
Newton tallied an amazing 41 Short
eared Owls. Carlyle Lake recorded 
933 Song Sparrows. Calumet City-

1999 CBC count circles. 

Sand Ridge had 94 Monk Parakeets. 
Evanston recorded 4 Black Scoters 
and a roost of 5,229 American Rob
ins. Middle Fork River Valley capped 
off the record high counts with an 
American Crow roost of 267,000. 

Low Counts 

Long-tailed Ducks, again, were 
almost nil with 34 recorded statewide 
on 3 counts. Springfield had the only 
interior record. Even where this spe
cies is expected along Lake Michi
gan, it is becoming increasingly hard 
to find. It has been a long time
almost 20 years since there' s  been a 
good Northern Goshawk invasion; this 
is further evidenced by only two re
ports this  CBC season ; one at 
Kishwaukee and another at Meredosia 

Island. Where are the Gray Partridges 
in Illinois? None were reported again 
this CBC. Curiously no Ring-necked 
Pheasants were recorded in southern 
Illinois and very few were in the re
mainder of the state (287 on 3 1  
counts)-a sign of decline? Chicago 
Lakefront reported the lone Snowy 
Owl for the state plus a count week 
bird at Shapville. 

Identification Problems 

While one can expect an occa
sional Lincoln' s Sparrow lingering in 
southern Illinois, this bird is an ex
treme rarity in central and northern 
Illinois in winter. Those Lincoln' s  
Sparrows reported without details are 
dropped from the database. Lincoln's 
can be confused with immature 

Key to Tables 
The empty circles which border the state do not report 
to the Illinois CBC. Code Description 
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cw 

dd 

ed 

gd 

he 

HC 

in IA 

imm 

le 

nc 

NC 

nd 

ps 

ph 

qd 

rn 

rr 

ud 

sub ad. 

vt 

.Q.ount Y{eek only (3 days before or after) 
details desired 

fxcellent details 

good details 

high .Q.ount for that circle 

All-time High .Count for the state 

indicates the bird(s) actually in Iowa 

immature 

low _g_ount 

new species to that circle ' s  .Q.ount 

New to the state ' s  _Count species list 

no details 

£resent for Q.ometime 

Photographed 

guestionable details 

remarkable number 

remarkable record 

)Jnconvincing details 

sub adult 

yideo 1aped 
* Documented species 

boldface Species/number/item of note 
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Swamp Sparrow, which has fine breast 
streaking and buffy breast, and also 
with Song Sparrow, which has a simi
lar moustachial mark. Winter Chip
ping Sparrows must always be docu
mented and preferably be photo
graphed, because they can be con
fused with Clay-colored Sparrows. 
Finally, lack of detailed description 
of an Osprey reported on the Daven
port CBC, kept the bird off the list, 
even though the observer was experi
enced with the species. From a dis
tance, the Osprey can be confused 
with the Bald Eagle in sub-adult plum
age from a distance. 
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Corrigenda 

The Carolina Chickadees reported 
on the Humiston Woods CBC last 
year should be deleted from the 1 998 
Illinois CBC report. Also, the New
ton CBC circle on the 1 998 Illinois 
CBC map should have been placed 
several counties to the north ; it is 
corrected on this year 's  map. 

- David B. Johnson 

504 Crown Point Drive 

Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 

Djohnsoda@mediaone.net 
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Field 
Notes 

a. KA M l l\  

Drawing of Snow Geese by Denis Kania. 

The 1999-2000 Winter Season 

Due to one of the mildest winters on record, observers 

reported a remarkable total of 1 8 1  species in Illinois during the 

1999-2000 winter, possibly the largest number of avian species 

identified during any Illinois winter season. In addition, Illinois 

experienced one of, if not the largest, Northern Shrike inva

sions. 

During most of the season, the entire s tate experienced 

above normal temperatures. Brief periods of seasonal cold 

occurred in December and January ; the rest of the winter was 

one of the warmest in Illinois history. Consequently, most of the 

rivers and lakes here had greatly reduced ice cover nearly all 

winter. For example, the Mississippi River maintained signifi

cant ice cover only during the middle of January. 

Generally, precipitation seemed to be somewhat normal. 

For the most part, precipitation occurred as rain in  the southern 

half of the state and snow in the northern reaches. However, due 

to the mild temperatures, snow cover resulting from winter 

storms rarely persisted. Illinois experienced two or three winter 

storms that produced 6 or more i nches of snow. The major 

winter storm occurred 1 8  February 2000. This storm dropped 

1 0- 1 2  inches of snow across northern Illinois. However, at or 

near-record high temperatures following the storm eliminated 

the snow cover within a few days. 

Several species of fall migrants lingered well into the early 

winter, while many spring migrants returned earlier than usual. 

Most of the typical wintering community was present along 

with several uncommon and accidental species. As a result, 

observers reported a remarkable total of 1 8 1  species during the 

1 999-2000 winter. This was possibly the largest number of 

avian species identified during an Illinois winter season. 

This community included 1 new state record, Scott's 

Oriole, (see separate article in this issue for details) and 9 
extraordinary species, which required review by the Illin�is 

Vol. 9, No. 3 

by Kelly J. McKay 

Ornithological Records Committee (IORC) before they could 

be accepted (Pacific Loon, Pomarine Jaeger, California Gull, 

Western Gull, Barn Owl, Rufous Hummingbird, B ohemian 

Waxwing, Great-tailed Grackle, and Hoary Redpoll). Addi

tionally, many other species requiring IORC documentation 

were identified within Illinois during the 1 999-2000 winter. 

Some of the more interesting species included: Red-throated 

Loon, Red-necked Grebe, Harlequin Duck, Surf, White-winged, 

and B lack Scoters, Osprey, Swainson' s Hawk, Greater Prairie

Chicken, Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, Spotted and Least 

Sandpipers, Dunlin, Franklin ' s  and Little Gulls, B lack- legged 

Kitti wake, Caspian Tern, Sedge Wren, American Pipit, Nash

ville Warbler, American Redstart, Spotted Towhee, Chipping 

Sparrow, Smith ' s Longspur, Indigo Bunting, and Yellow-headed 

Blackbird. Also, two very interesting exotics (Hooded Crow 

and European Goldfinch) were encountered in the Chicago 

area. 

The winter of 1 999-2000 produced an incredibly diverse 

avian community within Illinois. The waterbird group was well 

represented within this community. Three species of loons and 

4 grebes were identified, including the Pacific Loon at Lake 

Shelbyville and two Red-throated Loons (Jackson Park and 

Rend Lake). A relatively large number of Common Loons, 

Pied-billed Grebes, and Horned Grebes were scattered across 

Illinois, while three Red-necked and two Eared Grebes were 

encountered. Impressive numbers of American White Pelicans 

and Double-crested Cormorants were detected throughout Illi

nois, especially in central and southern locations. Three species 

of herons were identified, including a large number of wintering 

Great Blue Herons and three Great Egrets. Black-crowned 

Night-Herons were observed at Horseshoe Lake in the south 

and Jackson Park in the north. Both vulture species were 

observed, however most of the Turkey Vultures were early 

spring migrants and only three Black Vultures were reported. 
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Waterfowl to Raptors 
Waterfowl diversity was good, with 4 species of 

geese, 3 swans, 9 "puddle ducks," and l6 species of 
"diving ducks."  No statewide aerial waterfowl sur
vey data were reported this winter. Nevertheless, 
large concentrations of Canada and Snow Geese were 
located at their normal southern and central wintering 
locales, along with a small n L1mber of Ros s ' s  Geese. 
The Greater White-fronted Goose continues to winter 
throughou t Illinois in increasing numbers. Mute and 
Tundra Swan flocks, as well as scattered individuals, 
were located primarily in the north, while only five 
Trumpeter Swans were reported within the state. For 
the most part, duck species occL1rred in relatively 
large numbers throughout the winter. The lack of 
statewide aerial waterfowl survey data certainly in
fluenced the total number of birds reported. The 
greatest concentrations tended to occur in central and 
southern locations.  However, "puddlers" seemed to 

be more abundant in the north while common "divers" American Widgeon. Washington Park, Sangamon County. 6 January 
like the Common Goldeneye and Common Mergan- 2000. Photo by Dennis Oehmke. 
ser were less abundant, particularly in the north. 

The diurnal raptor diversity encountered ( 14  species) was 
good. Raptor highlights include the Osprey in the Quad Cities 
and the Swai nson ' s  H awk, present in Jersey County all Decem
ber. The mild winter resulted in fewer Bald Eagles wintering in 
the state. Nevertheless, 460 were reported in the northwest 
corner of the state on 12 and 13 January. The Illinois River 
seemed to maintain a somewhat larger population this winter. 
Northern H arriers, Sharp-shinned and Cooper' s  Hawks, and 
Rough-legged Hawks were all present in good numbers and 
were widespread throughout the state during this past wi nter. 
Especially noteworthy were the 44 and 30 Northern Harriers at 
Prairie Ridge State Natural Area on December 21 and February 
16 ,  respectively. A group of 14 Harriers was also observed at 
Hoffman Estates in the middle of January . Thi past win ter was 
agai.n very p or for Norlhern Goshawks, wilh only three being 
reported . A small population, consisting of everal Peregrine 
Falcons, appear le be permanent residents in the Chicago area. 
As in the pasr, Red-tailed Hawks nnd America11 Kestrel were 
probably substantially under-reported across Illinois. 

Four species of upland gamebirds were reported this past 
winter. Their "spotty" distribution was probably related to the 
availability of quality habitat. However, the overall abundance 
seemed to be considerably reduced. The Ring-necked Pheasant 
was not reported from southern Illinois

· 
at all and Northern 

Bobwhite numbers were very low throughout the state. Most 
notable among the gamebirds were the 86 and 67 Greater 
Prairie-Chickens reported at Prairie Ridge State Natural Area 
on 21 and 17 December respectively. Once again, no one 
reported Gray Partridge in Illinois. The number of American 
Coots reported was less this past winter, however that was 
undoubted] y due to the lack of aerial waterfowl survey data. The 
number of Sandhill Cranes encountered daring the earJy wi nter 
period, especially in northeast Ulinois along Lake Michigan, 
continues to increase. More tba11 4 1 0  and 200 were observed on 
1 8  and 20 December. 

Shorebirds 
Eight species of shorebirds were recorded. A l arge number 

of Killdeer were found statewide, while good numbers of 
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Common Snipe and early returning spring migrant American 
Woodcocks were found in central and southern locations. Shore
bird notables included 30 Leasl Sandpipers at Horseshoe Lake 
and 22 in Calhoun County, along with 6 Greater Yellow legs at 
Rend Lake. Additionally, 3 Dunli n, 2 Lesser Yellow legs, and 2 
Spotted Sandpipers were reported within the state. A total of 1 3  
species of gulls were identified during this pasl winter. Gull 
highlights included a first winter California Gull at Carlyle Lake 
and one or two adults in Chicago, a second winter Western Gull 
at Springfield, an adu l t Fnmklin's Gul l  on the. Mississippi R iyer 
in Hancock County and another in Madison County, and an adu l t 
Lillie Gu ll at Lake helbyvil  le. This gulJ community i11cluded a 
relati vely large number of several "typlcaJ" win.teri ng species 
such a the Bonapart 's Gull,  Thayer's Gull, rceland Gul l  
Lesser and Great B)ack-backed G u.JJs. Glaucous Gull, as well as 
3 Black.- legged Kittiwakes. The two domi:nan1 wintering spe
ci'es (Ring-billed and Herring Gulls) occurred in fairly normal 
abundance. Once again, a larger than usual number of l� i ng
billed Gulls remained farther north. Al o, a single immature 
dark morph Pomarine Jaeger was discovered amend Lake from 
late January through early February, while Newton Lake hosted 
a single Caspian Tern early in December. 

During the 1 999-2000 winter, 3.species of doves, 8 owls, the 
7 normal woodJ?ecker specie , and both shrike species were 
reported. Once again l suspect the morc oommon species (Mourn
ing and Rock.Doves Eastern Screech , Great Horned, and B arred 
Owls, and Downy, Hairy, and Red-bellied Woodpeckers) ,  which 
all seemed to occur in relatively low numbers, were often 
overlooked and simply not reported. Long-eared and S hort
eared Owls were present in fairly normal, scarce numbers. 
Notable numbers of Short-eared Owls occurred al Prairie Ridge 
State Natural Area throughout the winter (30- 50), while Carlyle 
Lake maintained 8-20 of these owls for most of the season. As 
wi th last year, it was a poor winter for invading northern owls. 
Alehough more Northern Saw-whet Owl s  were reported thi 
winter, they were still very scarce and Widespread mo tly in the 
central and southern portious of the , late. Only two S nowy Owls 
were encountered. Only 2 Barn Owls were reported (one in lhe 
Quad Citic · wd one ln Union County). 
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Flickers and shrikes 
Populations of Red-headed and Pileated Woodpeckers, as 

well as Northern Fl ickers and Yell ow-bellied Sapsuckers, ap
peared to be reduced during the 1 999-2000 winter. Loggerhead 
Shrikes were relatively widespread and abundant, concenlrating 
in the southern third of rhe slate and Northerns were found,  i n  
record numbers, in the norlhern half o f  Illinois.  (See separate 
article i n  this issue for an account of one of the state' s  biggest 
in vasions of Northern Shrike. ) Eastern Phoebes remained very 
scarce throughout the slate, while a single immature male 
Rufous Hummingbird spent the first few clays of December in 
Urbana. These Field Notes don ' t  reflect those high numbers 
because the observation weren't  reported to the Field Notes 
editor. Many records were gleaned from IBET, Illinois Birders 
Exchanging Thoughts, Ill inoi s '  birding l ist  serve . .  

For t h e  most part, permanent residents (corvicls, Tufted 
Titmouse, chickadees, White-breasted Nuthatch, Northern Car
dinal, European S tarl ing,  House Finch, and House Sparrow) 
were reported in very low numbers. Red-breasted Nuthatch, 
however, was relatively abundant stalewide. I s lrongly suspecl 
these species are greatly under-reported during all seasons oft he 
year. The Brown Creeper occurred in somewhat reduced m11n
bers, while the Horned Lark was fairl y abundant and widely 
distributed throughout the state. Overall, 3 wrens, both kinglets, 
3 thrushes, 2 mimic thrushes, and 3 warbler species were 
identified. Carolina and Winter Wrens occurred in somewhat 
lesser n u mbers, while a single Sedge Wren was observed at 
Carlyle Lake on December J 9. Numbers seemed to be down 
sl ightly for both kinglets. Eastern B luebird and Hermit Thrnsh 
numbers were fairly typical, however American Robin numbers 
were substantially reduced from last year ' s  abundance. In con
trast to the normally scarce Brown Thrashers, Northern Mock
ingbirds were encountered throughout Ill inois in greater than 
usual n umbers. The population of Cedar Wax wings was greater 
this past winter and a single Bohemian Waxwing was observed 
from 22-25 January in Rochester (Sangamon County). Small 
groups of American Pipits were encountered i n  the southern part 
of the state. Fairly normal numbers of Yellow-rumped Warblers 
were encountered across Illinois, whi le  a single American 
Redstart was observed in Chicago on December 6 and one 
Nashville Warbler was sighted in Chicago' s  Grant Park on 

December 9. 

Sparrows 

A good cli versily ( 1 8  species) of sparrows was recorded. 
Two Spotted Towhees were identified in the Springfield area 
and a decent number of Eastern Towhees were reported. The 
distribution of these towhees was somewhat "clumped," as 
noted by the l J birds at Rend Lake on December 1 8  and 5 on the 
Horseshoe Lake CBC on December 28. The majority of spar
rows occurred in typical or greater populations than usual. The 
exceptions were the American Tree Sparrow and Savannah 
Sparrow .  The populations of these two species were clown in the 
1 999-2000 winter. The highlight of the sparrow community was 
the Chipping Sparrow, which was present all  February in Orland 
Park (Cook County). Dark-eyed Juncos were reported in decent 
n u mbers, but were probably u nder-reporled. Lapland Long
spurs and S now Buntings were fairly abundant and widespread, 
especially through the ·northern h alf o f  the state. Three Smjth s 
Loogspurs were d.lscovercd ill Prairie Ridge State Natmal Area 
2 1  December (representing IUinois first well-docume11tcd win-
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ter record. )  A si ngle Indigo B u nting was presenl in Boone 
County from Dece mber 22 through January 2. Good diversities 
of blackbirds (8 species) and !inches (9 species) were identified 
duri11g the 1 999-2000 winter. Among the blackbird species 
(Red-winged, Rusty, and B rewer' · B lackb i rds Eastern Mend
owlruk Common Grackle and B rown-headed Cowbird). much 
greater'th;m normal n u mbers wi ntered sporadically through the 
state. B lackbird concentrations were undoubtedly i nfluenccd by 
habital avai labilily.  Highlights with i n  the blackbird commun i ty 
included 300,000 and J 5,000 Red-wings at the Rend Lake C B C  
and L a  Salle Coun ly, respectively. Another blackbird highlight 
was the slate ' s  first record of Scott's Oriole (see separate article 
in this issue,) 

Additionally, 800,000 and 250,000 Common Grackles 
were reported at Calhoun County and the Rend Lake CBC, 
respectively . Sangchris Lake played host  to a single adult male 
Yellow-headed B lackbird and a single adult female Great

tailed Grackle in  early February. Large numbers of blackbirds, 
especial ly Red-winged Blackbirds ai;id Common Grackles, be
gan return i ng to T l l i nois during the la11et part of February. The 
wi nter t:i11ches (Purple Finch, Red and White-winged Cross bills,  
Common Reclpoll, and Pine Siskin) were present in consider
ably greater n umbers this year, as Illinois possibly experienced 
a m i l d  invasion. Nevertheless, only 4 Evening Grosbeaks were 
reported from Urbana on December l 8  and a single male Hoary 
Redpo l l  was obser.ved in  kokie (Cook County) for most of 
Pebruary. The Eurasian Tree Sparrow continues to increase i n  
numbers and i s  expanding i ts distribution northwards along the 

Mi ssissippi and I llinois Rivers. 
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WINTER 1999-2000 FIELD NOTES . . .  
Red-throated Loon 
Two reports: JP, 1 Dec (PC); Rend L, 29 Jan (KM, DK, FB). 

Common Loon 
MC: 19, Rend L, 29 Jan (KM, DK, FB)-ties winter season high 
count set Dec 1 998; 14, Clin.L, 12 Dec (RC); 5, Evanston (Cook 
Co), 4 Dec (EW). Others: 4, Carl.L, 4 Dec (DK); Little Swan L 
(Warren Co), 6 Dec (LH); 2, IBSP, 1 2  Dec (DJ); 4, L Spfld, 22 Dec 
(HDB) ;  Chi (Meigs Field), 24-25 Dec (EW, GW). 

Pied-billed Grebe 
MC: lfilL Sangitmon o, l 9 Dec ( HDB)-record winter high 
count; 21. Sangamon Co 1 9  Jan (l-ID'B); 75, Bald.L, 1 2 Feb (KM); 
50, CrabOr, 19 Feb (KM, FB); 2-. HL, 15 Dec (PH); 3, Lu Salle L, 
9 Jan (C&JMc). Other (norlb/central ): Rockford, l2 Dec ( DTW); 
2, QC CBC, 1 9  Dec (KJM); Montrose, 25 Dec & 8 Jan (AF., AA, 
CN); 2, Lincoln P (Co0k Co), l Jan (EW). Aclcli lional  data in spri ng 
report. 

Horned Grebe 
MC: 230, Bald .L, L2 Feb (KM)--unprecede11ted winter high 
count; 43, L Spfld, 6 Dec (HDB ) ;  4, J P, l Dec (P ); 4, Clin.L, 1 2  
Dec (RC). OtJ1ers: 3 ,  Cc1rl .L. 4 Dec (DK); 3 ,  ha1,1, 9 J)ec (R&SBj); 
La Salle L,  12 Dec (C&JMc); 2, GrnntP, 1 3  Dec (DFS). 

Red-necked Grebe 
Three reports: La Salle L, 26 Dec-27 Feb (*C&JMc); Rend L, 29 Jan 
(KM, DK, FB); Cl in .L, 20 Feb ("'RC). 

Eared Grebe 
Two reports: Marine Point (Sangamon Co), 1 7  Dec (HOB ) ;  CrabOr, 
19 Feb (FB, KM). 

American White Pelican 
MC: 350, Calholln Co. 1 8  Dec (WR); � .HL, 2 1  Feb (KM); 220, 
Chau. 25 Feb (R&sBj)" 1 + Car l .L, 26 Feb (DK); 50, HL, 25 Feb \ 
(FH); 43, SRock P, 29 Peb (JJ-1}; l5,  Rochester ( nngurnon Co), 22 
Feb (V K). U nprecedented winter season high counts due to large 
number. of lnte faU and early spri ng migrants. 

Double-crested Cormorant 
MC: ill!)_, Rend L CBC, 1 8  Dec (KM, RZ)-i:ecord winter high 
couut; 96, nrl.L CBC, 2 1  Dec (DK); 52. Chau, 17 Dec (R&SBj); 
1 2. itt le Calumel R (Cook Co), 12 Feb (WM)· 6, QC CBC, 1 9  Dec 
(BLB, B). Olbe1·s: 2, !BSP, 1 2 Dcc (DJ); 2, GrantP, 1 3 Dec ( DFS)· 
2, Clinton ('.Iowa) CB . 1 6  Dec (KJM); 20. 1:-U�. I .J an (PH); Danvl l le  
(Vermilion Co), I Jtl.n (RC, SB);  i mm., Wnuk, 2 Jan (A ·S); 3 ,  W i l l  
Co, 9 .Ian (DJS); 1 9, Carl.L, I 6 Jan (DK); 2.  Sangamon Co, 8-2 1 Jan 
(lIDB);  5, La S11lle L, 6 Feb (C&JMc). 

As a printing aid, the following abbreviations have been used throughout this report: 

MC = maximum count(s) I st/2nd/3rd = first/second/third-year plumage NWR National Wildlife Refuge 
Park m.ob. = many observers C B C  = Christmas B i rd Count P 

* = documented record Co(s) = County(ies) R River 
ad. = adult FP = Forest Preserve S P  State Park 
imm. = immature (F)WA = (Fish &) Wildlife Area IORC Il l inois Ornithological 

Records Comm itlee unk. = unknown age L = Lake 
L&D = Lock and Dam 

Anda. CBC Andalusia CBC (Rock Island, Mercer Cos) 

Bald.L Baldwin L (SL. Clair, Randolph Cos) 

Bloom. B loomington (McLean Co) 

Carl.L Carlyle L (Clinton, Fayette Cos) 
Chau Chautauqua NWR (Mason Co) 

Chi Chicago lakefront and v icinity (Cook Co) 

Clin.L Clinton L (DeWitt Co) 

Clinton (Iowa) CBC = Clinton CBC (Whiteside, Carroll Cos: 
count  center at Elk River Junction, Iowa) 

CrabOr 

Evgn L 

Fishhk 

GrantP 

HL 

IBSP 

Ill. R 
JP 

La Salle L 

LC al 

LShel. 

MArb 

Mermet L 
MidFk FWA 

Crab Orchard NWR (Will iamson Co) 

Evergreen L (McLean Co) 

Fishhook W ildl ife Management Area 
(Moultrie Co) 

Chicago's Grant P (Cook Co) 

Horseshoe L (Madison Co) 

Illinois Beach SP (Lake Co) 

Illinois R (various counties) 

Chicago's Jackson P (Cook Co) 

La Salle L (La Salle Co) 

L Calumet and vicinity (Cook Co) 

L Shelbyville (Moultrie, Shelby Cos) 

Morton Arboretum (Du Page Co) 

Mermet L Conservation Arca (Massac Co) 

Middle Fork FWA (Vermilion Co) 

Montrose = Montrose Harbor and vicinity,  Chicago (Cook Co) 

Muse. CBC = Muscatine (Iowa) CBC (Rock Island Co; 

MView 

Niabi Zoo 

Pecatonica 

Pekin 

count center at L&D 16 off Muscatine, Iowa) 

Moraine View SP (McLean Co) 

Niabi Zoological P (Rock Island Co) 

Pecatonica (Winnebago Co) 

Pekin and vicinity, including Peoria L&D 
(Tazewell Co) 

Pr.Rdg Prairie Ridge State Natural Area (Jasper Co) 

Princeton-Camanche CBC = Princeton-Camanche CBC 
(Rock Island, Whiteside Cos; count center at Folletts, Iowa) 

QC CBC Quad Cities (Davenport, Iowa) CBC 
(Rock Island Co) 

Rend L Rend L (Franklin, Jefferson Cos) 

Rock Fal ls  CBC = Rock Falls CBC (Whiteside, Lee Cos) 

Rockford Rockford (Winnebago Co) 

SandRdg Sand Ridge State Forest (Mason Co) 

Sang.L Sangchris L SP (Christian, Sangamon Cos) 

Shab.L Shabbona L SP (De Kalb Co) 

Spfld Springfield (Sangamon Co) 

SRock SP Starved Rock SP (La Salle Co) 

UCCA Union County Conservation Area (Union Co) 

Urbana Urbana (Champaign Co) 

W auk Waukegan (Lake Co) 

Details on counts, sexes, and/or ages of birds are included where available. No number indicates single birds. 'fhls information 
i fol lowed by the location and date of observation, and (in Jlarcnlheses) by the ob crver( ) y,rho made the report. Records otber 
than maximwn counts are gc�nerally 1u:ranged chronologically. In the interest of standaidizing citation fonns for place nnmcs, we 
have foJJowcd the DcLorme ( 1 996) fllinois tll/as & Gazetteer (2nd edition) whenever passible. Remarks of special note are 
boldfaced. Exceptional high counts, dates and/or sites of occurrence are boldfaced and underlined. Headings for species of 
extremely unusual occurrence in winter are CAPITALIZED, and headings for speci requiring IORC review ate CAPITALIZED 
AND UNDERLINED. 
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L�rcat Blue Heron 
MC: 132, Chau , 6 Jan (R&SBj ) ;  83, HL CBC, 28 Dec (KM, MD) ;  
74, Carl.L CBC, 2 1  Dec (KM, DWs); 68, Clinton (Iowa) CBC, 1 6  
Dec (EA, OW) ;  29, La Salle Co, I Jan (DJS). Others: 3 ,  JP, 25 Dec 
(PC); 2, Chi ,  8 Jan (AA, CNJ; 30, Sangamon Co, 30 Jan (HDB) ;  7, 
Fox R (Kendal l Co), 4 Feb (DFS); 1 9, Mon roe Co, 1 2  Feb (.TZ). 

Great Egret 
I-IL, I 5 Dec (FH); McKee Marsh (Du Page Co), 1 8  Dec (EW); Des 
Plaines R (Cook Co), 19 Dec ("'AFS ) .  

Black-crowned Night-Heron 
21,  HL, 5 Dec (FH); i m m. ,  .!£. 1 1  Dec (KC); HL, 9 Jan (FH). 

Black Vulture 
3 ,  Johnson Co, 29 Jan (KM, FB , DK). 

Turkey Vulture 
MC: 30, Niabi Zoo, 27 Feb (KJM); 30, Sangamon Co, 29 Feb 
(HDB);  20, Massac Co, I 9 Feb (KM, FB) .  Others: C l i nton Co, 
1 1  Jan (KV); 7, Vermi l ion Co, 26 Feb (JOS). 

Greater White-fronted Goose 
MC: 600, Heyworth (McLean Co), 1 5  Jan (MLR); 350, 
Farmer C i ty (DeWitt Co), 1 7  Jan (RC); 350, Carl.L, 5 Feb 
(DK); 300, Rend L CBC, 1 8  Dec (KM, DK); 220, Union Co 
CBC (Union Co), 29 Dec (KM, DK); 200, L Spflcl, 23 & 27 .Tan 
(HDB); 153 ,  SRock SP, 22 Feb (JH); 44, Johnson Sauk Trail 

Canada Goose 
MC: 25,000, LS he l . ,  1 3  Feb (RC); 1 4,000, Lake Co, I Jan (DJ); 
9200, UCCA, 1 2  Jan (KM); 6327, Chau, I 0 Feb ( R&SBj);  4000, L 
Spflcl, 22 Jan (HOB); 3000, Carl .L, 5 Feb (DK); 2850, Fox R 
(Kendall Co), 8 Jan (DFS). Others: 1 1 60, Clin ton (lowa) CBC, 1 6  
Dec (EA, DW); 628, QC CBC, 1 9  Dec (BLB, CB);  I 932, JP, 25 Dec 
(PC);  1 000, Verm i l ion Co, 23 Jan (JOS). "Richardson 's Goose": 
300 , Chau, 1 7  Jan (RC); 3 1  +, B loom., JO Dec (MLR). 

Mute Swan 
MC: 140+, Chi (Wolf L), 29-30 Jan (WM, KW) ;  30, Lake Co, 1 6  
Jan (DJ). Others: I 0, L Spfld, 2 5  Dec (I-IDB) ;  2 ,  South Elgin (Kane 
Co), 23 Jan (JM); I 0, Channahon (Wi l l  Co), I Feb (DFS ) ;  l 2, JP, 22 
Feb (KC, PC). 

Wood Duck pair. Washington Park, Sangamon 
County. 6 January 2000. Photo by Dennis Oehmke. 

Tundra Swan 
MC: 70, Clinton (Iowa) CBC, I 6 Dec ("'FL); 23,  Chau, 9 Dec 
(R&SBj ) ;  3 ,  Princeton-Camanche CBC, 17 Dec (*KJM);  3 ,  
LShel . ,  12  Feb (RC). Others: imm. ,  Diamond L (Lake Co), 23  
Dec (AFS); UCCA, 29  Dec (VK, MD);  2, Ogle Co,  2- 1 5  Jan 
(DTW); ad. ,  Crystal L, 16 Jan (AFS); Chi (Wolf L), 29 Jan 
(CA, KW); i mm . ,  L Spflcl, 1 1  Feb (HDB) .  

Wood Duck 
MC: 964, Chau, I 7 Dec (R&SBj)-easy record winter high 
count (prev ious high is 6 1 3  b i rds on the 1 985 HL CBC, but  
lhere are few other triple-digit winter counts for thi s  species); 
65, UCCA, 29 Jan (KM, FB , DK); 46, Carl .L  CBC, 2 1  Dec 
(DK); 25, I-IL, 5 Dec (FHJ; 14,  Clinlon (Iowa) CBC, 1 6  Dec 

Snow Goose, blue phase. Springfield, Sangamon County. 10  
Februmy 2000. Photo by Dennis Oehmke. 

(EA, DW); I 0, Oswego (Kendall Co), 8 Jan (DFS ) .  Others: 4, 
Winnebago Co, 18 Dec (DTW); 5 ,  QC CBC, 1 9  Dec (KJM); 7 ,  L 
Spfld, 1 9  Dec (HOB);  6, Des Plai nes (Cook Co), 26 Dec (AA) ; 
Verm i l ion Co, 27 Dec (JOS). 

SP (Henry Co), 2 1  Feb (DJS). Others: Clinton (lowa) CBC, 1 6  Dec 
(EA, DW) ; 7 ad., V irgi nia (Cass Co), 6 Jan (VK); 50, Sang.L, 10 Feb 
(VK); Lockport (Will Co), 1 9  Feb (CA); 20, HL, 20 Feb (FH); 25, 
Niabi Zoo, 21 Feb (KJM); 97, Chau, 25 Feb (R&SBj) .  Population 
explosion continues. 

Snow Goose 
MC: 75.000, Carl.L, 5 Feb (DK); 50,000, Carl.L, 23 Jan (KM); 
15,000, Sang.L, 10 Feb (VK); 6000, B ald.L, 1 2  Feb (KM); 1 005 
(606 white, 399 b lue morph), Chau, 25 Feb (R&SBj) ;  500, Savoy 
(Champaign Co), 23 Jan (RC); 50, N i abi Zoo, 25 Feb (KJM). 
Others: 27, Sangamon Co, 2 Jan (HOB);  Rock ford, 2- 1 6  Jan 
(DTW); Ottawa (La Salle Co), 15 Jan (DJS) .  

Ross's Goose 
MC: 17, Calh oun Co, 1 8  Dec (WR)-record winter high count 
(cf. 1 996 high of 1 6  birds on the Union Co CBC);  3, Rend L CBC, 
1 8  Dec (KM); 3, Sangamon Co, 10 Feb (HOB). Others: Fox R 
(Kane Co), 1 9  Dec (DFS); Savoy (Champaign Co), 23 Jan (RC); 
UCCA, 19 Feb (FB);  2, Carl . L, 20 Feb (DK). 
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Gad wall 
MC: 500, HL, 25 Feb (KM); 300, I-IL, 5 Dec (FH) ;  282, Chau , 9 Dec 
(R&SBj) ;  200, Carl .L CBC, 2 1  Dec (DK); 1 50, Sangamon Co, 4 Jan 
(HOB) ;  95, Braidwood (Will Co), 3 Jan (DFS); 80, Shab .L, 1 0  Dec 
(DJS).  Others: l 6, Kennekuk Cove P (Vermi l ion  Co), 7 Dec (JOS); 
25, B loom. ,  IO Dec (MLR); 22, Cl i nton (Iowa) CBC, 16 Dec 
(KJM); 25, QC CBC, 1 9  Dec (KJM); 20, Kankakee R SP (Kankakee 
Co), 3 Jan (DFS); 42, La Salle L, 9 Jan (C&JMc); 23, I l l .  R (Grundy 
Co), I Feb (DFS ).  W idespread throughout the state. 

American Wigeon 
MC: 250, Carl .L, 20 Feb (DK); 45, Clinton (Iowa) CBC, 1 6  Dec 
(KJM); 35, Sangamon Co, l O Feb (HOB) ;  35, HL, 25 Feb (KM); 32, 
La Salle L, 1 2  Feb (C&JMc); 27, Sangamon Co, 6 Jan (HOB) .  
Others: 1 5 , Shab.L, 1 0  Dec (DJS); J S , B loom . ,  1 0  Dec (MLR); 2, 
Oswego (Kendall  Co), l Jan (DFS); 4 (2 pairs), JP, 23 Feb (PC); 1 5 ,  
Spfld, 2 4  Feb (VK). 
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American Black Duck 
MC: 832, Chau, 9 Dec (R&SBj); 630, La Salle L, 9 Jan (C&JMc); 
500, Fishhk, 1 6  Jan (RC); 1 67, Rend L CBC, 1 8  Dec (KM, RZ); 43, 
Des Plaines R (Will Co), 13 Feb (DJS). Others: 1 6 , Clinton (Iowa) 
CBC, 1 6  Dec (EA, DW); 7 ,  McKee Marsh (Du Page Co), 18 Dec 
(EW); 8, QC CBC, 19 Dec (KJM); 33, Carl .L CBC, 2 1  Dec (DK); 
1 9, Fox R (Kendall Co), 8 Jan (DFS); 1 1 , Rockford, 15 Jan (DTW); 
28, S angamon Co, 19 Jan (HDB). 

Mallard 
MC: 99,936, Chau, 17 Feb (R&SBj) ;  95,551, Chau, 9 Dec (R&SBj) ;  
75,000, Carl .L, 5 Feb (DK); 40.000, Clin.L, 27 Feb (RC); 25,000, 
La Salle L, 9 Jan (C&JMc) ; 25,000, LShel. ,  1 2  Feb (RC); 1 4,000, 
Braidwood (Will Co), 3 Jan (DFS). 

B lne-winged Teal 
2, Spfld, 24 Feb (VK); male, Rochester SP (Sangamon Co), 28 Feb 
(HDB). 

Northern Shovelet· 
MC: 1864, Chau, 2 Dec (R&SBj)-record winter high count 
excluding aerial survey data; 300, HL, 19 Jan (KM); 200, Clinton 
(Iowa) CBC, 16 Dec (EA, DW); 1 50, L Spfld, 17 Dec (HDB) ;  1 45 ,  
Carl.L CBC, 2 1  Dec (DK); 30 ,  McKee Marsh (Du Page Co), 1 8  Dec 
(EW). Others (north/central): 8, Shab.L, 15 Dec (DJS);  2, McGaw 
P (Lake Co), 17 Dec (DJ); 3 ,  L Petersburg (Menard Co), 13 Jan 
(VK); 1 3 ,  JP, 25 Feb (SC). 

Northern Pintail 
MC: 10,371, Chau, 17 Feb (R&SBj)-record winter high count 
excluding aerial survey data; 1000, Fishhk, 16 Jan (RC); 450, HL, 
20 Feb (FH); 1 85 ,  Sangamon Co, 10 Feb (HOB);  
1 50, Carl.L, 5 Feb (DK);  1 20, Madison Co,  9 Feb 
(KM); 9, La Salle L, 1 2  Feb (C&JMc) ;  8, Clinton 
(Iowa) CBC, 16 Dec (KJM). Others (north): 2, 
Oswego (Kendall Co), 18 Dec (DJS); Winnebago 
Co, 20 Jan (DTW). 

Green-winged Teal 
MC: 4546, Chau, 2 Dec (R&SBj ) ;  286, Clinton 
(Iowa) CBC, 16 Dec (EA, DW); 200, HL, 5 Dec 
(FH); 75,  HL, 25 Feb (KM); 67, L Spfld, J O  Feb 
(HDB);  53,  Carl.L CBC, 2 1  Dec (DK); 4, Pecatonica, 
1 8  Dec (DTW) .  Others: 45, L Spfld, 1 7  Dec (HDB) ;  
2, JP, 1 5-25 Dec (PC, m.ob.); female, Oswego 
(Kendall Co), 8 Jan (DFS);  8,  Madison Co, 26 Jan 
(FH). 

Canvasback 

Co, 14 Feb (HDB ) ;  70, Heyworth (McLean Co), 28 Feb (MLR, CC 

Greater Scaup 
MC: 392, Evanston and Wilmette (Cook Co), 26 Dec (JE, EW); 
200+, JP, 21 Dec (KC); 40, Carl.L, 20 Feb (DK); 12 ,  Massac Co, 24 
Feb (FB) ;  4, Sangamon Co, 27 Jan (HDB). Others (inland): 3, 
Clinton (Iowa) CBC, 1 6  Dec ("'KJM); 8, Carl.L, 1 5  Jan (DK); 
female, Heyworth (McLean Co), 1 5  Jan (MLR); 5, Rend L, 29 Jan 
(KM, DK, FB) ;  3 ,  Byron (Ogle Co), 20 Feb (DTW) 

Lesser Scaup 
MC: 1866, Chau, 17 Dec (R&SBj) ;  1 100, Clear L (Mason Co), 25 
Feb (R&SBj); 63 1 ,  Clinton (Iowa) CBC, 1 6  Dec (KJM); 600, 
Carl.L, 20 Feb (DK); 380, LCal, 1 4  Jan (DFS). Others : 250, 
Sangamon Co, 1 8  Dec (HDB);  7 1 , Rend L CBC, 1 8  Dec (KM, RZ) ; 
99, QC CBC, 1 9  Dec (KJM); 200+, Little Calumet R (Cook Co), 1 2  
Feb (WM); 300, Spfld, 24 Feb (VK); I J 8 ,  JP, 27 Feb (PC, KC); 40, 
Heyworth (McLean Co), 28 Feb (MLR, CC). 

Harlequin Duck 
One report: 2 (female & imm. male), Wauk, 5 Feb (AFS, SH). 

Surf Scoter 
Two reports: 3, Carl .L, 19 Dec (DK); imm. m ale, Cook Co, 6 Feb 
(KW). 

White-winged Scoter 
Two reports: ad. male, Smithland L&D (Pope Co), 8 Jan (FB) ;  male, 
JP, 27 Feb (KC). 

Black Scoter 
One report: Cook Co, 26 Feb (KW). 

MC: 2480, Chau, 1 7  Dec (R&SBj) ;  1051, Clinton 
(Iowa) CBC, 1 6  Dec (KJM); 800, Clear L (Mason 
Co), 25 Feb (R&SBj); 400, Carl.L, 20 Feb (DK); 
1 60, L Spfld, I 0 Feb (HDB); 1 04, HL, 27 Jan (KM); 
1 9, Princeton-Camanche CBC, 17  Dec (RN, AM). 
Others: 2, Lake Co, l Jan (DJ); 70, L Spfld, 27 Jan 
(HDB); 1 00, Jersey Co, 13 Feb (KM). 

Long-tailed Duck, Lake Springfield, Sangamon County. 30 December 
1 999. Photo by Dennis Oehmke. 

Redhead 
MC: 90, Sangamon Co, 28 Feb (HDB ) ;  55, HL, 25 Feb (KM); 40, 
Cl inton (Iowa) CBC, 16 Dec (KJM); 14, Winthrop Harbor (Lake 
Co), 8 Jan (JM); 10, Carl.L CBC, 21 Dec (DK); 1 0, Sangamon Co, 
27 Jan (HDB) .  Others: 5 ,  Wilmette (Cook Co), 26 Dec (EW, JE, 
MS); 2, Rockford, 15 Jan (DTW); 3 (males), JP, 4- 1 6  Jan (PC, KC); 
male, Fishhk, 1 6  Jan (RC); 8, HL, 27 Jan (KM) ;  male, Evgn L, 20 
Feb (DB) ;  5, Johnson S auk Trail SP (Henry Co), 2 1  Feb (DJS).  

Ring-necked Duck 
MC: 1550, HL, 25 Feb (KM); 485, Chau, 1 7  Dec (R&SBj); 274 
(263 male, 1 1  female), SandRdg, 17 Feb (R&SBj) ;  200, Mermet L, 
1 9  Feb (KM, FB) ;  1 50, Carl .L, 20 Feb (DK); 88, Clinton (Iowa) 
CBC, 1 6 Dec(KJM); 9, Shab.L, 15 Dec (DJS). Others: 85, Sangamon 
Co, 1 8  Dec (HDB); 40, HL, 25 Jan (FH); 6, Ill .  R (Grundy Co), I Feb 
(DFS); 7, Little Calumet R (CookCo), 1 2 Feb (WM); 76, Sangamon 
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Long-tailed Duck (Oldsquaw) 
2 (male, female), Sangamon Co, 1 7  Dec-3 1 Jan (HDB); Dallas City 
(Henderson Co), 8 Jan (AR, PhR, PR) ;  imm. male, Carl .L, 1 - 1 1  Jan 
(DK); HL, 1 1  Jan-25 Feb (KM, FH); male, Rend L, 29 Jan (KM, DK, 
FB) ;  Navy Pier (Cook Co), 8 Feb (KW); male, Montrose, 12 Feb 
(AA, CN, m .ob.) .  Note: The American Ornithologists' Union 
officially adopted the name "Long-tailed Duck" for this species in 
the 42nd Supplement to its Check-list of North American Birds. See 
Auk l 1 7 .3 ,  issued 1 9  July 2000. 

Bufflehead 
MC: 370, Clinton (Iowa) CBC, 1 6  Dec (KJM); 169, SandRdg, 1 7  
Dec (R&SBj); 138, Sangamon C o ,  1 7  Dec (HDB) ;  3 6 ,  Carl.L CBC, 
21 Dec (DK); 23,  Rend L CBC, 1 8  Dec (KM, RZ); 22, Lake Co, 6 
Jan (DJ). Others: 1 2, JP, al l winter (PC); 20, Adams Co, 1 9  Dec 
(KV);  5, Wilmington (Will Co), 1 Jan (CA). 
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m.ob.) .  Others: ad., !BSP, 8 Jan (AFS); 2nd, Madi son Co, 26 Jan 
(JZ); 2nd, LCal, 12 Feb (WM, GW); I s l, Winthrop Harbor (Lake 
Co), 1 2  Feb (DK, VK, MD); ad., Chi, 20 Feb (JL). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 
MC: 5_ (3 ad . ,  2 2nd), S tarved Rock L&D (La Salle Co), 30 Jan 
(C&JMc); 4 (2 ad., 2 l st), HL, 17 Jan (FH); 4 (3 ad., I 2nd), Pekin ,  
30 Jan (MLR). Others: ad., Sangamon Co,  1 3  Dec- 1 1  Feb (HDB) ;  
ad . ,  Rend L,  1 8  Dec (FB); 2nd, Wauk, 24  Dec (AFS); I st, Geneva 
(Kane Co), 26 Dec (DFS); ad. ,  LCal, 2 Jan (WM); 2nd, CarJ .L, 9-
1 5  Jan (KM, DK); ad . ,  Montrose, 1 4- 1 6  fan (KW, GW, AA, m.ob.);  
ad., Carl.L, 23 Jan (KM, RM, VL) . 

Glaucous Gull 
MC: 2 ( 1  ad . ,  I ! st), LCal, 3 1  Dec (WM); 2 (ad.) ,  S tarved Rock 
L&D (La Sal l e  Co), 20 Feb (C&JMc); 2 ( l ad. ,  1 I st), Wi nthrop 
Harbor (Lake Co), 12 Feb (DK, VK, MD, AFS). Others: ! st, 
Montrose, 6 Dec (GW); ad. ,  Geneva (Kane Co), 1 8  Dec (JM); I st, 
Carl.L, 1 4 Jan (KM, FB ); ad. , LShel . ,  1 6 Jan (RC); 2nd, Chau, l 7 Jan 
(RC); 2nd, S tarved Rock L&D (La Salle Co), 22 Jan (DJS); I st, HL, 
25 Jan (FH); 1 st, Rend L, 29 Jan (DK, FB);  ! st, GrantP, 1 5  Feb 
(DFS). Widespread, especially across the n orthern 1 /3 of Illinois. 

Great B lack-backed Gull 
MC: 5_ ( 1 ad . , 3 1 st, I 2nd), LCal, 14- 1 5  Jan (DFS, KW); 3 (I ad. ,  
2 others), Rainbow Beach (Cook Co), 1 5 Jan (CA); 2 ( I  st), Smithland 
L&D (Pope Co), 6 Feb (FB). Others: ad., Kane Co, 22 Dec (AFS); 
I st, HL, 1 4  Jan (FB, JSo); ad. ,  Wauk, 19 Jan (CF); I st, Carl .L, 22-
23 Jan (DK, KM, RM). 

Black-legged Kittiwake 
Three reports: Gillson P (Cook Co), 5 Dec (AFS); 1 st, Carl.L, 22-
30 Jan (DK, KM, RM, VL, FB);  ! st, Clin.L, 20 Feb (*RC). 

CASPIAN TERN 
Newton L (Jasper Co), 2 1  Dec (*JW, JOS et al . ) .  

Rock Dove 
MC: 1 577, QC CBC, 19 Dec (BLB, CB); 500, Cook Co, 30 Dec 
(DFS). Others: 294, Clinton (Iowa) CBC, 1 6  Dec (KJM); 9 1 ,  
Carl.L CBC, 2 1  Dec (DK). 

EURASIAN COLLARED-DOVE 
Undocumented reports: MC: 1 0, Pulaski Co, 10 Dec (FB); 8, 
Newton (Jasper Co), 1 1  Jan (JW, EK, DO). Others: 4, Carl.L, 9 Feb 
(KM); Witt (Montgomery Co), 23 Jan (KM).  Note: Few birders are 
observing  the IORC's  request for documen tation of thi s  species, in 
part because documentations have been previously submitted from 
the current s i tes of occurrence. The data reported here should be 
regarded as uncorroborated, but potentially verifiable by future in
depth studies of the growing Collared-/Turtle-Dove colonies i n  
Ill inois. 

Mourning Dove 
MC: 337,  QC CBC, 19 Dec (BLB , CB); 300, Heyworth (McLean 
Co), JO Dec (MLR); 287, Sangamon Co, 19 Dec (I-IDB); 240, Carl.L 
CBC, 2 1  Dec (DK); 75, Western Mercer Co CBC, 22 Dec (KJM); 
75, Palatine (Cook Co), 1 9  Jan (CF); 73, Vermilion Co, 4 Feb (JOS). 
Others: 56, Anda. CBC, 27 Dec (KJM); 42, Du Page Co, 19 Jan 
(DFS); 60, O 'Fallon (St. Clair Co), 22 Jan (KM); 29, B ushnell 
(McDonough Co), 2 Feb (LH). 

Monk Parakeet 
MC: 43, JP, 12 Jan (PC); 30, Burnham (Cook Co), 27 Feb (WM). 
Others: 1 4, LCal, 8 Feb (DFS); 2, Chi, 1 3  Feb (DJ). 

BARN OWL 
Union Co, 23 Jan ("'FB, v ideotaped). See also Records Pending 
IORC Review. 

Eastern Screech-Owl 
MC: 8, Cap Sauers FP (Cook Co), 1 9  Dec (KW); 8, Sangamon Co, 
1 9  Dec (HDB) ;  6, Muse. CBC, 26 Dec (KJM); 6, Anda. CBC, 27 
Dec (KJM); 5, Ewi ng (Frankl in  Co), 1 8  Dec (LS) .  Others: 4, Carl.L 
CBC, 2 1  Dec (DK); 4, Western Mercer Co CBC, 22 Dec (KJMJ; 
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Verm i l i on Co, 25 Dec (JOS); 4, Lake Forest (Lake Co), 26 Dec 
(DJ) ; 2, Kendall Co, I Jan (DFS): 4, Wayne Fi tzgerald SP (Franklin 
Co), 8 Jan (LS) .  

Great Horned Owl 
MC: 1 2, Rock Falls CBC, 2 fan (KJM, RLC); 1 1 , Carl.L CBC, 2 1  
Dec (DK); 7 ,  Sangamon Co, 1 Jan (HDBJ;  6 ,  Frankl in  Co, l Jan 
(LS). Others: 4, Vermilion Co, all winter (JOS);  4, Princeton
Camanche CBC, 1 7  Dec (KJM); 5, Rend L CBC, 1 8  Dec (KM); Paul 
Douglas FP, 16 Jan (KW); Chi (Humboldt P), 10 Feb (AA). 

Snowy Owl 
Chi (Meigs Field), 12 Dec- I I Feb (DFS, JL, KW, m.ob . ) ;  Urbana, 
28 Dec (RC); Zion Nuclear Plant (Lake Co), 30 Dec (SH);  JP (same 
as Meigs Field b ird?), 25 Jan (KC, PC) ; Pike Co, 28 Jan (KV). 

Barred Owl 
MC: 6, QC CBC, J 9 Dec (BLB , CB); 6 ,  Carl.L, 5 Feb (DK); 4, Niabi 
Zoo, all winter (KJM). Others: 3,  Western Mercer Co CBC, 22 Dec 
(TM); 3, Verm i l i on Co, 14 Feb (JOS); 2, Sangamon Co, 28 Feb 
(HDB). 

Long-eared Owl 
MC: 7,  Boone Co, 25 Feb (AEB) ;  2-4, Carl.L, 5 Jan-29 Feb (DK); 
2, St .  Charles (Kane Co), 1 5  Jan (JM). Others: Cook Co, 8 Jan 
(KW) ; MidFk FW A, 9 Jan (RC); Lake Co, 25 Jan (DJ); Rend L, 5 
Feb (FB) ;  JP, 22 Feb (SC). 

Sho1·t-eared Owl 
MC: 30-50, Pr.Rdg, all winter (JW); 8-20, Carl.L, J l Dec-26 Feb 
(DK); 5, Chatham (Sangamon Co), 24 Jan (HDB); 4, Urbana, 3 1  
Dec (RC). Others: Knox Co, I Jan (PhR, PR); Fulton Co, 7 Jan (LH ) ;  
3 ,  S t .  Clair Co, 1 9  J a n  (TUM); 2, Pulaski C o ,  2 3  J a n  (FB) ;  4, Jackson 
Co, 29 Jan (RM); 3, Washington Co, 29 Jan (DK, KM, FB) ;  2, Paul 
Douglas FP (Cook Co), 3 l Jan (CF); 2, Morgan Co, 5 Feb (VK). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl 
Johnson Co, J O  Dec (FB); Hamilton Co, 1 1  Dec & 12 Feb (LS) ;  
Urbana, 1 1  Dec- 1 9  Feb (RC, m .ob.) ;  2 ,  MArb, 1 9  Dec & 8 Jan (TK, 
m.ob.);  MidFk FWA, 3 J Dec- I Jan (SB, RC); 2-3, Carl.L, I Jan-29 
Feb (DK, KM); Sang.L, 1 1  Jan (HDB) ;  Eldon Hazlet SP (Clinton 
Co), 1 1  Jan (KV). 

Belted Kingfishe1· 
MC: 6, QC CBC, 1 9  Dec (BLB, CB) ;  4, Sangamon Co, 4 Dec 
(HDB); 3, Rend L, 29 Jan (KM, DK, FB).  Others: female, JP, 1 8  
Dec (PC); Carl.L, I & 2 3  Jan (DK); 2 ,  Fox R (Kendall Co), I Jan-
20 Feb (DFS); 2, Rock Falls CBC, 2 Jan (CK, m.ob . ) ;  South Elgin 
(Kane Co), 8 Jan (DJS); MidFkFWA, 1 1 Feb (JOS); 2, Chau, l 7 Feb 
(R&SBj) .  

Red-headed Woodpecker 
MC: 29, Carl .L CBC, 21 Dec (DK); 1 9, Danville (Vermilion Co), 
1 Jan (RC, SB) ;  14, HL CBC, 28 Dec (KM, MD); 7 , Al lerton P (Piatt 
Co), 9 Feb (JOS); 6, QC CBC, 19 Dec (BLB, CB). Others: 2, Fox 
R (Kendall Co), 1 Jan (DFS); 4, Sangamon Co, 1 3  Jan (HDB); 
Winnebago Co, 9-29 Feb (DTW). 

Red-bellied Woodpecke1· 
MC: 67, QC CBC, 19 Dec (BLB, CB); 25,  Sangamon Co, 19 Dec 
(HDB). Others: 22, Western Mercer Co CBC, 22 Dec (KJM); 22, 
Muse. CBC, 26 Dec (KJM); 1 6, HL CBC, 28 Dec (KM, MD); 1 6, 
Union Co CBC (Uni o n  Co), 29 Dec (KM, DK); 1 6, Putnam and 
Bureau Cos, 31 Dec (DJS, JH); 2 1 ,  Fox R (Kendall Co), l Jan (DFS). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
MC: 4, HL CBC, 28 Dec (KM, MD) ;  3, QC CBC, 1 9  Dec (BLB, 
CB) ;  3, Sangamon Co, 2 1 -22 Dec, 2 Jan (HDB). Others: Geneva 
(Kane Co), 18 Dec (JM ) ;  2, Urbana, 1 8  Dec (RC); Lake Co, 1 Jan 
(DJ) ; imm., Carl.L, 9 Jan (DK). 

Downy Woodpecker 
MC:  72, QC CBC, 19 Dec (BLB , CB); 27, Fox R (Kendall Co), I 
Jan (DFS);  22, HL CBC, 28 Dec (KM, MD);  1 8 , Putnam and Bureau 
Cos, 3 1  Dec (DJS, JH); 1 6, Sangamon Co, 19 Dec (HDB).  
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Hairy Woodpecker 
MC: 20, QC CBC, 1 9  Dec (BLB, CB); J O, Western Mercer Co 
CBC, 22 Dec (KJM); 9, Carl.L CBC, 2 I Dec (KM, DW s ); 7, Kendall 
Co, 1 9  Dec (DFS). Others: 2, Boone Co, all w in ter (AEB); female, 
J.£, all winter (PC); 5, Sangamon Co, 4 Dec (HDB); 3, Putnam and 
Bureau Cos, 3 1  Dec (DJS, JH). 

Northern Flicker 
MC: J6 ,  HL CBC, 28 Dec (KM, MD); 1 1 , Sangamon Co, 19 Dec 
(HOB);  1 1 , Anda. CBC, 27 Dec (KJM). Others: Chi ,  all winter 
(PB); 6 ,  Putnam and Bureau Cos, 3 I Dec (DJS, JH); 4, Fox R 
(Kendall Co), I Jan (DFS) ;  Schiller P (Cook Co), 1 2  Feb (AA). 

Pileated Woodpecker 
MC: 7, Union Co CBC (Union Co), 29 Dec (KM, DK); 4, QC CBC, 
1 9  Dec (BLB , CB); 4, N i abi  Zoo, 1 3  Feb (KJM); 3, Sangamon Co, 
JO Jan (HDB). Others: 2, Vermilion Co, all winter (JOS); 2, Chau, 
2 Dec & JO Feb (R&SBj ) ;  2, Western Mercer Co CBC, 22 Dec 
(KJM); 2 ,  Anda. CBC, 27 Dec (AB) ;  SRock SP, 15  Jan (DJS) .  

Eastern Phoebe 
MC: 2, Mennet L, 22 Jan (FB);  2, Union Co, 29 Jan (KM, DK, FB). 
Others: I&M Canal (Grundy Co), 19 Dec (DJS); Alexander Co, 28 
Dec (DK, KM); Carl .L, 5 Jan (MB).  

Loggerhead Shrike 
MC: 18, Pr.Rdg, 21 Dec (JW, m.ob . ) ;  7_, Carl.L CBC, 2 1  Dec (DK); 
7_, Massac Co, 27 Feb (FB) .  Othe1·s: 2,  Union Co, all winter (KM); 
2 ,  Pulaski Co, al l  winter (KM); QC CBC, 19 Dec (*TM); Adams Co, 
1 9  Dec ("'KV); Western Mercer Co CBC, 22 Dec ("'BB); 2, Johnson 
Co, 24 Dec (FB) ;  Spfld, 17 Jan (HDB).  

Northern Shrike 
Record Invasion Year. MC: 4 (3 ad. ,  1 imm.), B ushnell CBC 
(McDonough, Fulton Cos) ,  18 Dec (LH); 4, Winnebago Co, 22 Jan 
(DTW); 2, Sangamon Co, 8 Dec (HDB). Others: Clin.L, 10 Dec 
(MLR); Seymour (Champaign Co), 12 Dec (RC); Princeton
Camanche CBC, J 7 Dec (KIM); MArb CBC, 19 Dec (OW); Anda. 
CBC, 27 Dec (KJM); LeRoy (McLean Co), 27 Dec & 1 7  Jan (RC); 
Gilman (Iroquois Co), 30 Dec (DFS); SRock SP, 1 Jan (C&JMc); 
Montrose, 15 Jan (CA); Lee Co, 29 Jan (DFS); Ascension Cemetery 
(Lake Co), 5 Feb (KM). Abundant and widespread throughout the 
northern half ofll l  i nois .  See separate article in this issue, which lists 
J 05 reports from the state. The reports i n  th is  section  reflect only 
those sent to the Field Notes compiler. 

Blue Jay 
MC: 50, Sangamon Co, 1 9  Dec (HDB) ;  46, Clinton (Iowa) CBC, 1 6  
Dec (KJM); 3 8 ,  Q C  CBC, 1 9  Dec (BLB, CB); 3 6 ,  Union C o  CBC 
(Union Co), 29 Dec (KM, DK); 33,  Western Mercer Co CBC, 22 
Dec (KJM); 27, Boone Co, 2 Feb (AEB). Other: Chi ,  8 Jan (AA). 

American Crow 
MC: 2350, QC CBC, 19 Dec (BLB , CB); 2005, Evanston (Cook 
Co), 26 Dec (EW, JE); 355, LCal, 2 Jan (WM); 320, Ogle Co, 29 Jan 
(DFS); 300, St. Clair Co, 27 Jan (KM); 284, Carl.L CBC, 21 Dec 
(DK); 250, Spfld, 23 Jan (HDB); 1 25 ,  McDonough Co, 14 Jan (LH). 

Fish Crow 
Union Co, 19 Feb (KM, FB); 2, Ft. Massac SP (Massac Co), 28 Feb 
(FB) .  

Horned Lark 
MC: 1050, Kendall Co, 20 Feb (DFS); 805, Sangamon Co, 30 Jan 
(HDB); 600, Piatt Co, 29 Jan (VK); 500+, Kane Co, 22 Jan (JM); 
400, Sang.L, 2 Feb (KM); 350+, Winnebago Co, 20 Jan (DTW); 
250, Montgomery Co, 23 Jan (KM); 250, De Kalb Co, 3 Feb (DJS); 
232+, Carbondale (Jackson Co), 29 Feb (RM); 197, Carl.L CBC, 2 1  
Dec (DK); 1 84, Western Mercer C o  CBC, 2 2  Dec (KJM); 1 50, 
Vermilion Co, 23 Jan (JOS);  1 02,  Anda. CBC, 27 Dec (KJM). 
Others: 56, Muse. CBC, 26 Dec (KJM); 30, Cook Co, 30 Jan (KW); 
25, HL, 30 Jan (FH). Abundant and widespread throughout the 
northern 2/3 of the state. 
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Carolina Chickadee 
MC: 3 1 ,  Carl .L  CBC, 2 1  Dec (KM, DWs). Others: 8, Vermilion 
Co, 6 Dec (JOS). 

Black-capped Chickadee 
MC: 1 25,  QC CBC, 1 9  Dec (BLB, CB); 1 05 ,  Fox R (Kendall Co), 
I Jan (DFS); 83, Muse. CBC, 26 Dec (KJM); 52, Western Mercer 
Co CBC, 22 Dec (KJM); 30, Sangamon Co, 1 Jan (HDB). Others: 
8, JP, 1 2  Jan (PC); 6, SandRdg, 6 Feb (KM). Albinistic: J (al l 
white), Eside SP (Sangamon Co), 26 Dec (HDB) .  

Horned Lark. Lake Sangchris State Park, Sangamon 
County. 12 March 2000. Photo by Dennis Oehmke. 

Tufted Titmouse 
MC: 36, Muse. CBC, 26 Dec (KJM); 26, QC CBC, 19 Dec (BLB, 
CB); 20, Anda. CBC, 27 Dec (KJM); 19, Sangamon Co, 10 Dec 
(HDB) ;  18, Fox R (Kendall Co), l Jan (DFS); 1 3 , Union Co CBC 
(Union Co), 29 Dec (KM, DK); 12, Western Mercer Co CBC, 22 
Dec (KJM). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 
MC: 26, IBSP, 4 Dec (JM); 1 5 , SandRdg, 6 Feb (KM); 12 ,  Union 
Co CBC (Union Co), 29 Dec (KM, DK); 8,  Sangamon Co, 5 Dec 
(HDB) .  Others: 4, Boone Co, all winter (AEB); 2 ,  Palatine (Cook 
Co), al l winter (CF); 2, Massac Co, 1 Dec-8 Jan (FB); 3 ,  Princeton
Camanche CBC, J 7 Dec (KJM); 3, Lake Forest (Lake Co), 26 Dec 
(DJ) ; 4, Anda. CBC, 27 Dec (KJM); B ushnell (McDonough Co), 1 3  
Jan (LH); Vermilion Co, 25 Jan-5 Feb (JOS); 4, Johnson Sauk Trail 
SP (Henry Co), 2 1  Feb (DJS); 3, L Glendale (Pope Co), 27 Feb (FB) .  
Occurred in  relatively large numbers throughout the winter. 

White-breasted Nuthatch 
MC: 55 ,  QC CBC, 19 Dec (BLB, CB); 35, Anda. CBC, 27 Dec 
(KJM); 29, Western Mercer Co CBC, 22 Dec (KJM); 27, Fox R 
(Kendall Co), I Jan (DFS); 1 4, La Salle Co, 1 Jan (DJS); 1 2 ,  
Sangamon Co, 1 0  Jan (HDB);  7 ,  Carl.L CBC, 2 1  Dec (KM, DWs). 

Brown Creeper 
MC: 2 1 ,  QC CBC, 1 9  Dec (BLB , CB); 1 1 ,  Schiller P (Cook Co), 20 
Feb (AA); 1 1 ,  Carl.L CBC, 2 1  Dec (DK); 10,  Fox R (Kendall Co), 
12 Dec (DFS); 8,  Sangamon Co, 4 Dec (HDB) ;  7, Muse. CBC, 26 
Dec (KJM). Others: 2, JP, all winter (PC); 5,  HL CBC, 28 Dec (KM, 
MD); 2 ,  Boone Co, 1 Jan (AEB); 6, Vermilion Co, I 1 Dec (JOS). 

Carolina Wren 
MC: 1 8, Danvil le (Vermilion Co) , 1 Jan (RC, SB) ;  1 6, HL CBC, 28  
Dec (KM, MD);  1 2, Sangamon Co,  1 9  Dec (HOB);  4, Fox R 
(Kendall Co), I Jan (DFS); 4, QC CBC, 1 9  Dec (BLB, CB). Others 

Meadowlark 



(norlh/north-central): Western Mercer Co CBC, 22 Dec (KJM); 2, 
Ottawa (La Salle Co), 26 Dec (C&JMc); Rock Falls CBC, 2 Jan 
(CK, m.ob.); 2, Winnebago Co, 1 1  Feb (DTW). 

Winter Wren 
MC: 7, HL CBC, 28 Dec (KM, MD); 4, Rockford, 1 8  Dec (DTW); 
3, QC CBC, 19 Dec (BLB, CB) .  Others: MArb, 4 Dec (DFS); 
Princeton-Camanche CBC, 1 7  Dec (KJM); 2, Mennet L, 3 1  Dec 
(FB); Oswego (Kendall Co), I Jan (DFS); 2, Union Co, 29 Jan (DK, 
KM, FB); Vermilion Co, 2 Feb (JOS); Carl .L, 20 Feb (DK). 

SEDGE WREN 
Carl.L, 1 9  Dec (DK). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 
MC: 23, Union Co CBC (Union Co), 29 Dec (KM, DK); 8, S tarved 
Rock L&D (La Salle Co), 1 6  Jan (C&JMc); 6, Sangamon Co, 6 Dec 
(HOB). Others: 4, Clinton (Iowa) CBC, 16 Dec (KJM); 4, Muse. 
CBC, 26 Dec (KJM); 5, Lenzburg (St. Clair Co), I Jan (TUM); 2, 
Oswego (Kendall Co), I Jan (DFS). 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
3, Sangamon Co, 14  Dec (HDB) ;  4, HL CBC, 28 Dec (KM, MD); 
3 ,  Mennet L, 3 1  Dec (FB); 2, Rend L, 29 Jan (DK, KM, FB) .  

Frosty, the Northern Mockingbird at North A venue Beach, 
Cook County. 15 January 2000. Photo by Eric Walters. 

Eastern Bluebird 
MC: 2 1 ,  Union Co CBC (Union Co), 29 Dec (KM, DK); 1 7 ,  Carl.L 
CBC, 21 Dec (DK); 1 5 ,  S angamon Co, 7 Feb (HOB); 1 5 ,  Jersey Co, 
14 Feb (KM); 9, MidFk FW A, 9 Jan (RC); 8 ,  Lenzburg (St. Clair 
Co), 10 Jan (TUM). Others: 5, McDonough Co, 6 Dec (LH); 3 ,  
Western Mercer C o  CBC, 22 Dec (KJM); 2, Rockford, 2 5  Feb 
(DTW). 

Hermit Thrush 
MC:  2, MArb, 4 Dec (KM); 2, Union Co, 29 Jan (KM, DK, FB);  2, 
Urbana, 6 Feb (RC, m .ub.). Others: Western Mercer Co CBC, 22 
Dec (KJM); Sangamon Co, through 25 Jan (HOB); Shawnee Na
tional Forest, 28 Dec (DK) ; Lake Co, I Jan (DJ); Rockford, 22 Jan 
(DTW); Westchester (Cook Co), 6 Feb (DFS). 

American Robin 
MC: 4338, Deerfield (Lake Co), 26 Dec (AA, RH, EO); 2 14, Union 
Co CBC (Union Co), 29 Dec (KM, DK); 200+, Niabi Zoo, 28 Feb 
(KJM); l 87, JP, 26 Feb (PC); 1 20, Urbana, 1 8  Dec (RC, GL); 1 1 4, 
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Lenzburg (SL. Cl a i r  Co), 1 6  Jan (TUM); 3 1 ,  Sangamon Co, 5 & 30 
Jan (HOB) .  Others: 85, Carl.L CBC, 2 1  Dec (DK); 60, Lake Co, I 
Jan (DJ); 65,  HL, 27 Jan (KM). 

Northern Mockingbird 
MC: 4, Carl.L CBC,  21 Dec (DK); 3, Pulaski Co, 29 Jan (KM, FB, 
DK); 3, Sangamon Co, 30 Jan (HDB). Others: Spring Valley 
Nature Center, Schaumburg (Cook Co), 1 Dec- 1 4  Feb (RCo, CF); 
Chi (North Ave. B each) . ,  9 Dec-29 Feb (DFS, CW, '''.IL, photo, 
m ,ob.): New Philadelphia (McDonough Co), 1 7  Dec (LH); MView, 
29 Dec (JR, MLR); Adams Co, 1 7  Jan (KV). Wintered throughout 
the state in greater than usual numbers. 

Brown Thrasher 
Rend L, 1 8  Dec (DK); Hazel Dell (Sangamon Cu), 2 1  Dec (HDB); 
2, HL CBC, 28 Dec (KM, MD); Urbana, 16 Jan (RC); Sang.L, 3 1  Jan 
(HOB). 

European Starling 
MC: 1 1,000+, Deerfield (Cook Co), 1 8  Dec (EW); 10,000+, Ur
bana, 1 1  Dec (RC) ; 5346, Carl.L CBC, 21 Dec (DK); 26 1 5 ,  QC 
CBC, 19 Dec (BLB, CB);  234 1 ,  Western Mercer Co CBC, 22 Dec 
(BB); 1 800, LCal, 24 Dec (WM); 1 028, JP, 26 Feb (PC); 1 ,000, 
Vermilion Co, all winter (JOS). 

American Pipit 
MC: 23, Fishhk, 5 Dec (RC); 5 ,  Rend L,  29 Jan (KM, DK, FB); 4, 
Sang.L, 27 Jan (HDB). Otht!rs: 2, Carl.L CBC, 2 1  Dec (*KM, 
DWs); 2, Union Co CBC (Union Co), 29 Dec (*KM); Cook Co, 23 
Jan (*AFS, '''SH). 

BOHEMIAN WAXWING: 

Rochester (Sangamon Co), 22-26Jan .(DB, PW, SB,  WS, DO* photo, 
m .ob.) ,  also seen again 2 1 -24 Feb. (DO, PW). See seasonal high
lights. Pending !ORC review, bul photo is  diagnostic. 

Cedar Waxwing 
MC: 400+, Rochester (Sangamon Co), 24 Feb (VK); 200, Homer L 
(Champaign Co), 9 Jan (RC); 1 5 1 ,  Carl.L CBC, 2 1  Dec (DK); 1 22, 
Rochester (Sangamon Co), 30 Jan (HDB);  75, Rock Falls CBC, 2 
Jan (JB); 60, Clinton (Iowa) CBC, 16 Dec (KJM). Others: 20, 
O'Fallon (St. Clair Co) , 1 1  Dec (KM); 27, Western Mercer Co CBC, 
22 Dec (KJM); 24, Anda. CBC, 27 Dec (KJM); 1 8 ,  JP, 1 4  Jan (KC); 
38, Lake Co, 1 6  Jan (DJ); 2 1 ,  Boone Co, 1 8-20 Jan (AEB); 45, 
Mason Co, 28 Feb (R&SBj). 

NASHVILLE WARBLER 
Grant P, 9 Dec (*DFS). 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 
MC: 1 8 , HL CBC, 28 Dec (KM, MD); 15, UCCA, 1 9 Feb (KM, FB); 
1 4, Des Plaines R (Lake Co), I Jan (CF); 5 ,  Sangamon Co, 1 9  Dec 
(HDB). Others: 2-4, Urbana, 1 2  Dec-6 Feb (RC); 3, Rockton 
(Winnebago Co), 1 8  Dec (DTW); 2, Cook Co, 26 Dec (RH, A A) ;  2, 
MArb, I 6 Jan (DTW); 3 ,  HL, 1 6  Jan (FH). 

AMERICAN REDSTART 
Chi, 6 Dec (AW). 

Spotted Towhee 
Spfld, 23 Jan (m.ob.,  present since fall) ;  east of Spfld, 1 1  Feb 
(HDB). 

Eastern Towhee 
MC:  11 ,  Rend L, 18  Dec (DK); 5 , HL CBC,  28 Dec (KM, MD);  3 ,  
Sang.L, 24 Dec-winter (HDB);  3 ,  Urbana, 2 Jan (RC). Others 
(north) :  MArb, 4 Dec (DFS); Durand (Winnebago Co), 1 8  Dec 
(DTW). 

American Tree Sparrow 
MC: 440, Ogle Co, 29 Jan (DPS); 427, Anda. CBC, 27 Dec (KJM); 
340, La Salle L, 9 Jan (C&JMc); 298, Western Mercer Co CBC, 22 
Dec (KJM); 1 60, M use. CBC, 26 Dec (SF); 1 40, Sangamon Co, 30 
Jan (HDB) ;  J OO+, MView, 4 Dec (MLR, JR); 100, Bardolph 
(McDonough Co), 16 Dec (LH); 86, Carl.L CBC, 2 1  Dec (KM, 
DWs); 55, Lake Co, I Jan (DJ). 
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CHIPPING SPARROW 
Orland P (Cook Co) , all Feb (*WS, photo). 

Field Sparrow 
MC: 22, Carl .L CBC, 2 1  Dec (DK); 20, Mermet L, 29 Jan (KM, DK, 
FB) ;  5, Sangamon Co, 2 1  & 23 Jan (HDB) ;  4, Rockton (Winnebago 
Co), 1 8  Dec (DTW); 4, Snicarte (Mason Co), 1 3  Jan (VK). Others: 
IBSP, 4 Dec (SH, AFS) ;  3, Fulton Co, 1 2  Dec (LH); Western Mercer 
Co CBC, 22 Dec (KJM); 2, LCal (Eggers Woods), 14 Jan (DFS); 
Vermilion Co, 20 Feb (JOS).  Possibly the most ever wintering in 
Illinois. 

Savannah Sparrow 
MC: 1 3 , Carl.L CBC, 21 Dec (DK); 1 2, HL, 30 Jan (FH); 8, 
S angamon Co, 30 Jan & I 7 Feb (HDB , VK); 5, Urbana, 1 9  Dec 
(RC); 3, Oswego (Kendall Co), 20 Feb (DFS); 2, Winnebago Co, 1 8  
Dec (DTW). Others (north/central): Fulton Co, 1 2  Dec (LH); La 
Salle L, 9 Jan (C&JMc). 

Le Conte's Sparrow 
MC: 7, Rend L, 1 8  Dec (DK); 5, Union Co, 1 9  Feb (KM, FB); 4, 
Pr.Rdg, 17 Dec (JW). Others: 3, Carl.L, all winter (DK); 2, Lake 
Co, 1 1  Dec & 6-8 Jan (DJ, JSt, AFS, S H) .  Relatively abundant, 
especially in the southern I /3 of the state. 

Fox Sparrow 
MC: 1 5 ,  Union Co, 29 Jan (KM, DK, FB);  1 2, Urbana, all winter 
(RC);  1 I ,  Carl .L CBC, 21 Dec (DK); 8, Snicarte (Mason Co), 1 3  Jan 
(VK); 7-8, Sangamon Co, 7 Dec- J O  Jan (HDB); 7, I&M Canal 
(Grundy Co), 1 1  Dec (DJS); 3, McKee Marsh (Du Page Co), 1 8  Dec 
(RF). Others: Anda. CBC, 27 Dec (KJM); LCal, 2 Jan (WM); 2, 
Pecatonica, 7 Jan-I 0 Feb (DTW); Chi, 8 Jan (AA, CN); B ushnell 
(McDonough Co), 28 Jan-4 Feb (LH); Ogle Co, 29 Jan (DFS); 
Boone Co, 30 Jan (AEB);  Eldon Hazlet SP (Clinton Co), 21 Feb 
(KV). Abundant and widespread throughout the state, especially in 
the north. 

Song Sparrow 
MC: J OO, QC CBC, 1 9  Dec (BLB , CB); 52, Rend L CBC, 1 8  Dec 
(KM, RZ); 40+, Urbana, 26 Feb (RC); 33, Sangamon Co, 4 Dec 
(HOB); 33, Bureau and Putnam Cos, 3 1  Dec (DJS, JH); 33, I&M 
Canal (Grundy Co), 1 Feb (DFS) ;  28, Muse. CBC, 26 Dec (KJM); 
27, JP, 29 Feb (PC). The northern 2/3 of Illinois had good wintering 
numbers. 

Lincoln ' s  Sparrow 
Three singles, Sangamon Co, 4-5 Dec & 2 1  Jan (HDB); 2, QC CBC, 
1 9  Dec (*BLB, CB); Anda. CBC, 27 Dec (*KJM); 2, Jackson Co, 
1 Jan (RM). 

Swamp Sparrow 
MC: 27, Rend L CBC, 1 8  Dec (KM, RZ); 2 1 ,  QC CBC, 1 9  Dec 
(BLB, CB); 1 7 ,  Sangamon Co, 1 Jan (HDB); 1 2, Putnam Co, 3 1  Dec 
(DJS, JH); 1 1 , Lake Co, 1 Jan (DJ); 10 ,  Princeton-Camanche CBC, 
17 Dec (RN, AM). Others: 6,  McDonough Co, 14 Dec (LH); 2, 
Millington (Kendall Co), 1 Jan (DFS); Palatine (Cook Co), 22 Jan 
(AA, m.ob.) .  

White-throated Sparrow 
MC: 85, Rend L CBC, 1 8  Dec (KM, RZ); 19 ,  QC CBC, 1 9  Dec 
(BLB, CB); 1 5, Sangamon Co, 25 Jan (HOB); 1 3 ,  Anda. CBC, 27 
Dec (KJM). Others (north): 5, GrantP, all winter (DFS); 6, La Salle 
Co, 1 Jan (DJS); 5 ,  Wilmington (Will Co), 1 Jan (CA); Chi 
(Humboldt P), 10 Jan (AA); Chi (Lincoln P), 17  Jan (AA). 

Harris's Sparrow 
Imm., Sang.L, all winter (HDB); 2 (ad., imm.), Calhoun Co, 1 8  Dec 
& 2 1  Feb (*MR, KM); Boone Co, 5 Jan-29 Feb (*AEB);  imm. ,  
Bushnell (McDonough Co), 28 Jan-1 Feb (LH). 

White-crowned Sparrow 
MC: 105 ,  Carl .L CBC, 2 1  Dec (KM, DWs); 50+, Meredosia NWR 
(Cass Co), 6 Jan (VK); 23, Putnam Co, 3 1  Dec (C&JMc); 1 5 ,  Sang.L 
and Rochester SP, 17 & 24 Dec (HDB) .  Others (north/central): 2, 
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QC CBC, 1 9  Dec (BLB, CB);  3 ,  Muse. CBC, 26 Dec (SF); 5 ,  
Danville (Vermilion Co), 3 I Dec (RC); 5 ,  Wilmington (Will Co), 1 
Jan (CA); 4, LC al, 2 Jan (WM). "Gambel's" race: Union Co, 29 Dec 
(DK, KM). Widespread throughout the state. 

Dark-eyed Junco 
MC: I 085, QC CBC, 1 9  Dec (BLB, CB); 278, Western Mercer Co 
CBC, 22 Dec (KJM); 265 , Ogle Co, 29 Jan (DFS); 236, Muse. CBC, 
26 Dec (KJM); 203, Anda. CBC, 27 Dec (AB);  1 03 ,  Sangamon Co, 
1 8  Jan (HDB); 1 00+, Cook Co, 15  Jan (KW); 32, HL CBC, 28 Dec 
(KM, MD). "Oregon" Junco: 4, La Sal leL, 9 Jan (C&JMc); 2, Ogle 
Co, 29 Jan (DFS); si ngles on seven dates, Sangamon Co, 5 Dec-5 
Feb (HOB). Pink-sided Junco: Sangamon Co, 9 Dec, 5 Jan, 5 Feb 
(HOB). 

Lapland Longspur 
MC: 1500, Carl.L, 1 9  Jan (KM); 300, HL, 30 Jan (FH); 250, 
Sangamon Co, 7 Jan (HDB); 250, Winnebago Co, I 8 Feb (DTW); 
1 50, Vermilion Co, 1 3  Feb (JOS); 125,  McDonough Co, 16 Dec 
(LH); 1 20, Kane Co, 1 9  Jan (DFS); 1 00+, McLean Co, 1 9  Jan (JC); 
80+, Lee Co, 12 Feb (EW); 70, Western Mercer Co CBC, 22 Dec 
(KJM). Others: 9, Rock Falls CBC, 2 Jan (KJM); 8, Grundy Co, 29 
Jan (EW); 7, Union Co, 29 Jan (FB) .  Relatively abundant and 
widespread across the northern 2/3 of Illinois. 

SMITH'S LONGSPUR 
One reporl: 3 ,  Pr.Rdg, 21 Dec (*EK, DO). First accepted Illinois 
winter record. 

Snow Bunting 
MC: 300, Winnebago Co, . 1 8  Feb (DTW); 200, Grundy Co, 2 Jan 
(DJS); 1 28+, Kane Co, 29 Jan (EW); 95, McLean Co, 29 Jan 
(C&JMc); 92, La Salle L, 6 Feb (C&JMc); 90, Ogle Co, 29 Jan 
(DFS); 40, Princeton- Camanche CBC, 1 7  Dec (RN, AM); 34, Lake 
Co, 2 Jan (AFS);  30, Fulton Co, 3 1  Jan (LH); 1 9 ,  IBSP, 24 Dec 
(AFS); 4, Spfld, 30 Jan (HDB); 3 ,  Carl.L, 27 Dec (DK). Fairly 
abundant and widespread across the northern 1 /3 of Illinois. 

Northern Cardinal 
MC: 1 94, QC CBC, 19 Dec (BLB, CB);  75, Carl.L CBC, 21 Dec 
(KM, DWs); 63, Fox R (Kendall Co), 1 Jan (DFS); 62, Western 
Mercer Co CBC ,  22 Dec (KJM); 6 1 ,  Sangamon Co, 1 2  Dec (HDB);  
44,  Ottawa (La Salle Co), 13  Jan (C&JMc). 

INDIGO BUNTING 
Boone Co, 22 Dec-2 Jan (*AEB , photo). 

Red-winged Blackbird 
MC: 300,000, Rend L CBC, 1 8  Dec (KM); 15.000, La Salle Co, 27 
Feb (C&JMc); 7500+, Niabi Zoo, 28 Feb (KJM); 2 1 00, Sangamon 
Co, 15 Feb (HDB);  900, LCal, 2 Jan (WM); 3 1 5 ,  Carl .L CBC, 2 1  
Dec (DK); 200, Seneca (La Salle Co), 1 9  Dec (DJS); 5 7 ,  Q C  CBC, 
19 Dec (BLB, CB); 67+, JP, 26 Feb (PC); 50+, Boone Co, 23 Feb 
(AEB). 

Eastern Meadowlark 
MC: 150-202, Pr.Rdg. 1 7  & 21 Dec (JW, m.ob.) ;  50, Union Co, l 9 
Feb (KM, FB); 29, Urbana, 2 Jan (RC); 9, Spfld, l Feb (HDB); 6 ,  
D e  Kalb Co, 3 Feb (DJS); 5, Chi, 2 7  Feb (JL). Others (north/ 
central) :  2, McDonough Co, 6 Dec (LH); 3, Boone Co, 26 Feb 
(AEB). Fairly abundant in the southern 1/3 of the state. 

YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD 
One report: ad. male, Sang.L, 3 1  Jan & 4-5 Feb (HOB). 

Rusty Blackbird 
MC: 325, Rend L CBC, 1 8  Dec (KM); 200, L Spfld, 2 & 24 Jan 
(HDB) ;  80, Carl.L, 2 Jan (DK). Others: 2, QC CBC, 1 9 Dec (KJM) ; 
6, Vermilion Co, 24 Dec (JOS); 2, Chi (Wolf L), 14 Jan (DFS). 

Brewer's Blackbird 
MC: 55, Union Co, 1 9  Feb (KM, FB); 40+, Evgn L, 4 Dec (MLR, 
JR) ; 20-30, Carl .L, 15  Jan (HOB, DK, MD, BD); 20, Union Co, 29 
Jan (KM, FB, DK) ; 14 ( 1 3  male, 1 female), Fermilab National 
Accelerator Laboratory (Du Page Co), 29 Jan & 3 Feb (EW, DKa, 

Meadowlark 
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Cooper's Hawk. Springfield, Sangamon County. ] January 
2000. Photo by Dennis Oehmke. 

Common Goldeneye 
MC: 4000, La Salle Co, 6 Feb (C&JMc); 2500, Rend L, 29 Jan (KM, 
FB , DK); 2000, Carl.L, J 4  Jan (KM);  400, Sangamon Co, 30 Jan 
(HDB); 292, Chau, 17  Dec (R&SBj) ;  247, QC CBC, 19 Dec (KJM). 
Others (north) :  50, Rock Falls CBC, 2 Jan (KJM, RLC); 60, LCal, 
2 Jan (WM, CH, KW); 200, Ill. R (Grundy Co),  1 Feb (DFS); 1 00, 
JP, 2 Feb (KC). 

Hooded Merganser 
MC: 258,  Carl .LCBC, 21 Dec (DK);  250, Rend L, 29 Jan (KM, DK, 
FB) ;  146, Chau, I 7 Dec (R&SBj ) ;  1 10 ,  La Salle L, 12 Dec (C&JMc); 
JOO, Sangamon Co, 1 6  Dec (HDB) ;  24, Cook Co, 26 Feb (KW). 
Others: 9 (3 male, 6 female), JP, 15 Dec (PC); 1 1 , Cli nton (Iowa) 
CBC, 1 6 Dec (KJM); 1 9 ,  QC CBC, J 9  Dec (KJM); 2, Vermilion Co, 
27 Dec (JOS); 6, Wauk, I Jan (GW); 14 , Braidwood (Will Co) , 3 Jan 
(DFS); 24, Spfld, 6 Jan (VK). Wintered widely throughout the state. 

Common Me1·ganser 
MC: 2800, Starved Rock L&D (La Salle Co), 6 Feb (KM); 2500, 
Spfld, 23 Jan (KM); 600, HL, 27 Jan (KM); 433, Chau, 3 Feb 
(R&SBj); 400, Carl.L, 5 Feb (DK); 375, Muse. CBC, 26 Dec (KJM). 
Others: 37, Rockford, 18 Dec (DTW); 7 1 ,  Western Mercer Co 
CBC, 22 Dec(KJM); 1 95 ,  LCal, 2 Jan (WM , CH ,  KW); 60, Lake Co, 
6 Jan (DJ); 40, Cook Co, 26 Feb (KW). 

Red-breasted Merganser 
MC: 850, Chi (3 l s t  St. Beach), 1 5  Jan (GW) ; 255, JP, 6 Feb (KC);  
1 34, Carl .L, 26 Feb (DK);  20,  Sangamon Co,  28 Feb (HDB). 
Others: 75, Montrose, 5 Dec (KM); 6, Chau, 1 7  Dec (R&SBj). 

Ruddy Duck 
MC: 740, Chau, 2 Dec (R&SBj) ;  500, Swan L (Calhoun Co), 21 Feb 
(KM); 2 1 0, Carl.L, 26 Feb (DK); 200, Cl inton (Iowa) CBC, 1 6  Dec 
(KJM); 1 50, Sangamon Co, 1 3  Dec (HOB); 6, Lake Co, 6 Jan (DJ). 
Others: 50, HL, 5 Dec (FH);  2 ,  Shab.L, 24 Dec (DJS); 60, Sangamon 
Co, 19 Jan (HOB) ;  3 (I male, 2 female), La Salle L, 6 Feb (C&JMc); 
1 5 , Heyworth (McLean Co), 28 Feb (MLR, CC). 
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OSPREY 
QC CBC, 1 9  Dec ( GO). 

Bald Eagle 
MC: 460 (263 ad. , 1 85 i 111 111 . ,  1 2  unk.) ,  L&D 1 3  to L&D 1 6  
(Whiteside, Rock Island Cos), 1 2- 1 3  Jan (KJM); I 1 7 ,  1 1 1 .  R, Pekin 
to Havana (Tazewel l ,  Mason Cos), 5 Feb (RC el al . ) ;  I 07 (40 ad. ,  67 
i m m.) ,  I l l .  R, Havana Lo Beardstown (Mason, Cass Cos), 8 Jan (HP, 
RC ela l . ) ;  I 04 (45 ad . ,  54 imm . ,  5 unk.),  Muse.  CBC, 26 Dec (KJM) ;  
I 0 l (28 ad., 7 3  imm.),  Chau, 3 1  Dec (R&SBj) ;  1 3  ( 7  ad., 6 imm.) ,  
Jersey Co, 13 Feb (KM); 1 1 ,  HL, 30 Jan (FH). Others: 64 (45 ad . ,  
19  i m m .) ,  Princeton-Camanche CBC, 17  Dec (RN, AM) ;  i 111111. ,  Chi ,  

25 Dec (GW); 42 (23 ad. ,  1 4  imm., 5 unk.), Anda. CBC, 27 Dec 
(KJM); 76, L Depue Stale FW A (Bureau Co), 2 Jan (JH) ;  8 (5 ad . ,  
3 imm.) ,  Massac a n d  Union Cos, 1 9  Feb (FB). 

Northern Harrier 
MC: 44, Pr.Rdg, 2 1  Dec (JW, 111.ob.);  30, Pr.Rdg, 16 Feb (JW, EK); 
14 (4 male, J 0 female/i111 111 . ) ,  Hoffman Estates (Cook Co), 14 Jan 
(JM);  1 3 , Carl .L CBC, 21 Dec (DK); I I ,  Union Co CBC (Union 
Co), 29 Dec (KM, DK); I 0, Jackson Co, 8 Jan (RM); 9, Jim Edgar 
WA (Sangamon Co), 1 7  Feb (VK); 8,  Paul Douglas FP (Cook Co), 
16 Jan (DTW); 4, Sangamon Co, 26 Dec (HDB ) .  Others: 3 ,  
Princeton-Camanche CBC, 17 Dec (KJM); 3 ,  Western Mercer Co 
CBC, 22 Dec (B B);  5 ,  Pratts Wayne Woods FP (Du Page Co), 2 Jan 
(GW); 5 ,  Li berty v i lle (Lake Co), 7 Jan (DJ); 6, Kendall Co, 8 Jan 
(DFS); 2, Fairview (Fulton Co), 31 Jan (LH); 2 (male, female), 
M idFk FWA, 1 1  Feb (JOS). Widespread throughout the state. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 
MC: 4, Rend L CBC, 1 8  Dec (KM, RZ) ; 4, Carl.L CBC, 21 Dec 
(DK). Others: Mason Co, all winLer (R&SBj); Clinton (Iowa) CBC, 
1 6  Dec (KJM) ;  ad . ,  Marietta (Fulton Co), 1 8  Dec (LH);  2, Deerfield 
(Lake Co) , 26 Dec (AA, RH, EO); Mennet L,  3 1  Dec (FB) ;  HL, 9 
Jan (FH); 2, St .  Charles (Kane Co), J I Jan (JM) ; female, Athens 
(Menard Co), .1 7  Jan (VK) ; Monticello (Piatt Co), 22 Jan (RC); 2, 
MArb, 19 Feb (DFS) ;  Jackson Co, 19 Feb (FB) .  Wintered widely 
throughout the state. 

Cooper's Hawk 
MC: 7, Carl .L CBC, 21 Dec (DK); 3 ,  Sangamon Co, l & 19 Jan 
(HOB); 2 (ad .), Massac Co, I Dec (FB); 2 , Musc.  CBC, 26 Dec (SF); 
2 (im 111 . ) ,  Kankakee R SP (Kankakee Co), 3 Jan (DFS) ;  2, Buffalo 
Grove (Lake Co), l 9 Jan (DJ). Others: Vermilion Co, 8 Dec (JOS) ;  
imm. , MArb, 1 3  Dec (AA); Cli nton (Iowa) CBC, 1 6 Dec (EA, DW); 
Anda. CBC, 27 Dec (KJM); Chau , 3 1  Dec (R&SBj) ;  ad. ,  8 Jan, Chi 
(AA, CN); HL, 9 Jan (FH). Widespread winter resident across the 
state. 

Northern Goshawk 
Three reports :  i mm. ,  JP, l -7 Dec (GD, SC); Monticello (Piatt Co), 
22 Jan (RC);  i mm. ,  Elburn (Kane Co), 6 Feb (*DD, JD). 

Red-shouldered Hawk 
MC: 5, Mennet L, 3 1  Dec (FB); 2, MermetL, 29 Jan (KM, DK, FB) ;  
2 ,  Mason Co, 3 Feb (R&SBj) .  Others: Carl .L, I Jan (DK); Rock 
Falls CBC, 2 Jan (KJM, RLC); ad., Cook Co, 6 Jan (CF); SRock SP, 
16 & 29 Jan (DJS); McLean Co, 19 Jan (JC); ad., Spfld, 30 Jan 
(HDB); ad. ,  Sang.L, 3 Feb (HDB, VK);  Allerton P (Piatt Co) , 27 Feb 
(RC).  

Red-tailed Hawk 
MC: 1 9, S angamon Co, 31 Dec (HDB) ;  1 8 , Rend L CBC, 1 8  Dec 
(KM, RZ) ; 1 7 , Kendall Co, 1 Jan (DFS). Others: 7, St. Clair Co, 5 
Jan (TUM); 7 , Lee Co, 1 2 Feb (EW); 9, Chi , 20Feb (JL). "Kridcr's": 
Carl .L, 1 9  Dec- 22 Jan (DK). Rufous morph: Franklin Co, 5 Jan-
23 Feb (LS) .  "Harlan's": J -6, Chau, all wi nter (R&SBj ) ;  Pulaski 
Co, 23 Jan (FB) .  Dark morph: Sang.L, 13 Feb (HDB). 

Rough-legged Hawk 
MC: 4, Carl.L CBC, 21  Dec (DK);  4, Sangamon Co, 30 Jan (HOB) ;  
4, Pr.Rdg, 2 Feb (JW, EK,  DO) ;  3 ,  Vermilion Co,  3 J Dec (RC, SB) ;  
3 ,  Bureau, Henry, Lee Cos, 2 1  Feb (DJS).  Others: Clinton (Iowa) 
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CBC, 16 Dec (EA, OW); 2, Western Mercer Co CBC, 22 Dec 
(KJM); Deerfield (Lake Co), 26 Dec (AA); 2 (light morph), LCal, 
2 Jan (WM, KW); dark morph, Bond Co, 23 Jan (KM); Ogle Co, 29 
Jan (DFS); 2, Fulton Co, 1 Feb (LH); 2, Champaign Co, 9 Feb (JOS). 
Fairly common throughout the state. 

Golden Eagle 
Three reports: imm. ,  Richardson Wildlife Foundation (Lee Co), all 
winter(JH, DJS); imm.,  UCCA, 29 Dec-27 Feb (KM, DK, FB, YK); 
Chau, 17  Jan (RC). 

American Kestrel 
MC: 20, Kankakee Co, 3 Jan (DFS); 1 7 ,  Sangamon Co, 1 6  Jan 
(HOB); 17, St .  Clair Co, 1 2 Feb (KM); 1 4, QC CBC, 1 9 Dec (KJM). 
Others: 3,  Chau, 3 1  Dec (R&SBj); 8 ,  S t. Clair Co, 5 Jan (TUM); 8, 
De Kalb and La Salle Cos, 1 5  Jan (DJS);  6, Lee Co, 1 2  Feb (EW). 

Merlin 
HL, I 0 Dec (PJ); male, Mill ington (Kendall Co), 1 Jan (DFS); Lee 
Co, 2 Jan & 6 Feb (CA); Mendota (La Salle Co), 8 Jan (JH); Morgan 
Co, 22 Feb (KV). 

Peregrine Falcon 
2 (anatum), JP, all  winter (PC); 2, Evanston (Cook Co), all winter 
(EW, JE); Wauk, 3 Dec (DJ); Chau, 9 Dec (R&SBj); Lake Co, 29 
Jan (SH); ad., Pr.Rdg, 2 Feb (JW, EK, DO); 2, GrantP, 1 1  Feb 
(OFS). 

Ring-necked Pheasant 
MC: 6 1 ,  La Salle L, 30 Jan (C&JMc); 53,  Pecatonica, 22 Jan 
(OTW). Others: 1 5 ,  Princeton-Camanche CBC, 17 Dec (RN, AM); 
male, Schaumburg (Cook Co), 4 Jan (CF); 5 ,  S angamon Co, 16 Jan 
(HOB) ;  26, De Kalb Co, 6 Feb (DJS). 

Greater Prairie-Chicken 
MC: 86, Pr.Rdg, 21 Dec (JW, m.ob . ) ;  67, Pr.Rdg, 1 7  Dec (JW). 

Wild Turkey 
MC: 1 33 ,  Winnebago Co, l 8 Dec (OTW); 75, Princeton-Camanche 
CBC, 1 7  Dec (KJM); 17 ,  Bushnell CBC (McDonough, Fulton Cos), 
1 8  Dec (LH); 1 4, Madison Co, 13 Feb (KM); 8, East Alton (Madison 
Co), 21 Feb (DK). Others: 6, Madison Co, 8 Jan (FH); 1 3 ,  Seneca 
(La Salle Co), 9 Jan (C&JMc); 4, Sang.L, 8 Feb (HOB);  22, Lee Co, 
12 Feb (CA). 

Northern Bobwhite 
MC: 1 3 ,  S angamon Co, 1 Jan (HOB);  1 2 ,  Western Mercer Co CBC, 
22 Dec (KJM); 1 l ,  Anda. CBC, 27 Dec (KJM). Others: 4, Carl.L 
CBC, 21  Dec (DK); 8, Muse. CBC, 26 Dec (KJM); 6, Mason Co, 28 
Feb (R&SBj). 

American Coot 
MC: 950, HL, 25 Feb (KM); 307, Chau, 17 Dec (R&SBj); 300, HL, 
25 Jan (FH); 300, Carl.L, 26 Feb (DK); 1 85,  JP, 15 Dec (PC); I 59, 
L Spfld, 25 Dec (HOB);  150, L Petersburg (Menard Co),  1 3  Jan 
(VK); 64, La Salle L, 9 Jan (C&JMc). Others: 4 1 ,  JP, l 5 Jan (PC); 
25 , Lake Co, 1 6  Jan (DJ). 

Sandhill Crane 
MC: 410+, Du Page Co CBC (Du Page Co), 1 8  Dec (EW, m.ob.) ;  
200+, Chi, 20 Dec (KW); 1 2, Pulaski Co, 19 Feb (KM, FB). Others: 
19 ,  Wauk, 20 Dec (DJ); 2, Rend L, 5 Feb (FB); 6, Boone Co, 29 Feb 
(AEB). 

Killdeer 
MC: 153, Clin .L, 17 Dec (RC, GL); 1 1 0 ,  Carl.L  CBC, 2 1  Dec (KM, 
DWs); 72, L Spfld, 10 Dec (HOB); 6, Clinton (Iowa) CBC, 16 Dec 
(EA, OW). Others: 1 9, Little S wan L (Warren Co), 14 Dec (LH); 
5 ,  QC CBC, 19 Dec (KJM); Wauk, 30 Dec (CF); 4, Depue (Bureau 
Co), 3 1  Dec (C&JMc); 7 ,  HL, 9 Jan (FH); 5, L Spfld, 13 Jan (HOB) ;  
1 3 , Chau, 2 5  Feb (R&SBj) ;  5 ,  JP, 26 Feb (PC). Wintered i n  
relatively good numbers throughout the state. 

GREATER YELLOWLEGS 
{!, Rend L CBC, 1 8  Dec (*KM, RZ). 

114 

LESSER YELLOWLEGS 
Two very early spring migrants: Clin.L, 27 Feb (RC); Rochester SP, 
29 Feb (HOB). 

SPOTTED SANDPIPER 
Mark Twain NWR (Calhoun Co), 22 Jan (*HW); L Spfld, 25 Jan-
15 Feb (*HOB) .  

LEAST SANDPIPER 
MC: 30, HL, 5 Dec (FH); 22, Calhoun Co, 1 8  Dec (*WR). Others: 
2, Fishhk., 5 Dec (RC); 6, Alexander Co CBC, 28 Dec (DK). 

DUN LIN 
L Spfld, through 5 Dec (HOB);  Massac Co, 8 Dec (FB); Montrose, 
9 Jan (AFS). 

Common Snipe 
MC: 2 1 ,  Chau, 9 Dec (R&SBj) ;  17, HL, 9 Feb (FH); 8, Depue 
(Bureau Co), 3 1  Dec (C&JMc); 7, Carl.L CBC, 1 2  Jan (TUM); 5, 
Sangamon Co, 3 & 5 Feb (HOB); 3 ,  Waterfall Glen FP (Du Page 
Co), 22 Jan (GW). Others: Clinton (Iowa) CBC, 1 6  Dec (EA, DW); 
2, McDonough Co, 1 7  Dec (LH); 3 ,  Clin.L, 1 7  Dec (RC, GL); 4, 
Western Mercer Co CBC, 22 Dec (KJM); 3, MermetL, 27 Feb (FB). 

American Woodcock 
All reports apply to spring migrants. MC: 27, Urbana, 24 Feb (RC); 
l 0, Carl .L, 20 Feb (DK); 5 ,  Sang.L, 28 Feb (HOB); 3-5, Massac Co, 
22-28 Feb (FB) .  Others: Pulaski Co, I l Feb (FB); Adams Co, 20 
Feb (KV); JP, 25 Feb (KC, PC). 

FRANKLIN'S GULL 
Two reports: ad., Mississippi R (Hancock Co), 8 Jan (HOB, BD, 
DK, MD); ad . ,  Madison Co, 17  Jan (JZ, TB ). 

LITTLE GULL 
One report: ad. ,  LShel., 5 Dec (RC). 

Bonaparte's Gull  
MC: 400, La Salle L, 1 2  Dec (C&JMc); 400, Newton L (Jasper Co), 
1 7  Dec (JW); 400, Carl.L, 26 Feb (DK); 300, Sangamon Co, 16 Dec 
(HOB); 1 97, HL, 1 5 Dec (JZ); 1 85, Rend L CBC, 1 8 Dec (KM, RZ); 
1 34, SandRdg, 9 Dec (R&SBj) .  Others: 2, Chi ,  4 Dec (JL); 50, 
LShel . ,  5 Dec (RC); 2, Clinton (Iowa) CBC, 1 6  Dec (KJM); 1 0, 
CrabOr, 1 9  Feb (KM, FB). 

Ring-bil led Gull 
MC: 10.000, Pekin,  30 Jan (MLR); 8 8 1 6, Carl.L CBC, 2 1  Dec 
(DK) ; 8600, HL, 1 9 Jan (KM); 8000, Carl.L, 9 Feb (KM); 3864, QC 
CBC, 19 Dec (KJM); 3500, Sangamon Co, J 7  Dec (HOB); 1500, 
Starved Rock L&D (La Salle Co), 5 Feb (C&JMc); 1 0 1 0, Chau, 1 7  
Dec (R&SBj); 650, Wilmette (Cook Co), 2 6  Dec (EW, M S ,  JE). 
Others: 395, Clinton (Iowa) CBC, 16 Dec (KJM); 320, Putnam and 
Bureau Cos, 3 1  Dec (DJS, JH); 3 1 8+, Evgn L, 23 Feb (MLR). 

Herring Gull 
MC: 1 0.000, Pekin ,  30 Jan (MLR); 5,000, Starved Rock L&D (La 
Sal l e  Co), 5 Feb (C&JMc); 3650, LCal, 8 Feb (DFS); 300, Carl .L, 
9 Jan (DK). Others: 47 1 ,  QC CBC, 19 Dec (KJM); 1 500, LCal, 24 
Dec (WM); 400, South Elgin (Kane Co), 8 Jan (DJS); l 8 ,  McLean 
Co, 1 6  Jan (MLR); 1 25 ,  L Spfld, 22 Jan (HOB); 250, Madison Co, 
27 Jan (KM). Hybrid Herring x Glaucous Gull: !s t, Pekin, 30 Jan 
(MLR). 

Thayer's Gull 
MC: 15+ ( 10+ ad. ,  3 1s t, 2 2nd), Pekin, 30 Jan (MLR); 5+ (4+ ad., 
I 2nd), Chi, 22 Jan (MLR, JR); S. (2 ad. ,  2 l st, l 2nd), Starved Rock 
L&D (La Salle Co), 5-6 Feb (KM, C&JMc). Others: QC CBC, 1 9  
Dec (KJM); 2 ( 1  ad. ,  1 3rd), LCal, 3 1  Dec (WM); ! st, Rockford, 1 6  
Jan (DTW); 1 st, Sangamon Co, 6 Jan (HOB) ;  I st, HL, 25 Jan (FH); 
! st, Rend L, 29 Jan (DK, KM, FB) ;  Ill . R (Grundy Co), I Feb (DFS) ;  
3 (2 ad . ,  1 1 st), GrantP, 7 Feb (DFS); Smithland L&D (Pope Co), 1 3  
Feb (FB) .  Widespread, especially in the northern 2/3 of the state. 

Iceland Gull 
MC: 9. (3 ad., l 2nd "Kum lien ' s"), Pekin, 30 Jan (MLR); 2 (ad . ,  ! st) , 
Starved Rock L&D (La Salle Co), 9 Jan-20 Feb (KM, DJS, C&JMc, 
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White-winged Crossbills. Highland Park feeder, Lake 
County. Five birds, both male and.female, wintered at this 
backyard feeder. Date photo taken unknown. Photo by 
Dick Ettlinger. 

OW). Note: Outside of southwestern l l l inois, this spec ies is l i ttle 
expected and often overreported in winter, and-lacking evaluable 
evidence-reports from the north and cast should be viewed wi th 
clue reservation. 

Common Grackle 
MC: 800,000, Calhoun Co, 1 8  Dec (WR); 250,000, Rend L CBC, 
1 8  Dec (KM); 10.000, La Salle Co, 27 Feb (C&JMc); 5000+, Niab i  
Zoo, 28 Feb (KJM); J 500, Sangamon Co,  2 Jan (HOB); 842, Seneca 
(La Sal le Co), 19 Dec (DJS); 275, Carl .L CBC, 2 1  Dec (DK). 
Others: Vermi l ion Co, 21 Jan (JOS); 73+, JP, 26 Feb (PC). 

Brown-headed Cowbird 
MC: 5000, Rend L CBC, 1 8  Dec (KM); 1000, Sangamon Co, 3 
Jan , 1 5  Feb (HOB); 967, Carl .L CBC, 2 1  Dec (DK); 692, Seneca (La 
S al l e  Co), 1 9  Dec (DJS); 200+, Hampton (Rock Island Co), al l  
w inter (KJM). Others: 58,  Princeton-Camanche CBC, 1 7  Dec (RN, 
AM); 1 7 , Deerfield (Lake Co), 26 Dec (AA, EL, JO); 75,  Millbrook 
( Kendal l Co), J Jan (DFS);  3 (2 female, l male), Bushnell 
(McDonough Co), 28 Jan (LH). Wintered i n  good numbers. 

SCOTT'S ORIOLE 
First state record. I at feeder, 15 Jan . - 3 Feb. Toulon (Stark Co). 
See separate article and photos for details on this species. 

Purple Finch 
MC: 38, Mason Co, 1 3  Dec (R&SBj); 27, Urbana, 18 Dec (AR); 1 8 , 
Clinton (Iowa) CBC, 1 6  Dec (KJM); 1 7 ,  QC CBC, 1 9  Dec (BLB, 
CB);  1 5 ,  Cook Co, 16 Jan (KW); 13, Western Mercer Co CBC, 22 
Dec (KJM); 1 2, Athens (Menard Co), 17 Jan (VK); 4,  Carl .L CBC, 
21 Dec (DK); 2-5, Massac Co, 1 9  Dec-29 Feb (FB). Others: 7, 
Table Grove (Fu l ton Co), I 5 Jan (KM); 5 ,  Pecatonica, 15 Jan 
(DTW); Pere Marquette SP (Jersey Co), 1 4  Feb (KM). Occurred in 
pretty good nu mbers this winter. 
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House Finch 
MC: 1 69, Car l .L CBC, 2 1  Dec (KM, DWs) :  1 24, QC CBC, 1 9  Dec 
(BLB, CB); 42, Sangamon Co, 24 Jan (HDB); 39,  Rock Falls CBC, 
2 Jan (JB) ;  6, Lake Co, I fan (DJ). 

Red Crossbill 
MC: 5,  IBSP, 4 Dec (AFS, JM,  SHJ; 4, Clin.L, 6 Feb (RC). Others: 
two singles (males) on four elates, S angamon Co, 9 Dec-2 Jan & 24 
Jan (HOB); 2, White P ines SP (Ogle Co), 29 Jan (DFS). 

While-winged Crossbill 
MC: 1 7 , Normal (McLean Co), 1 8  Dec (MLR, 111 .ob . ) ;  1 6, MArb, 
1 8-23 Dec & 3 Jan (EW, MBC, JV, 111 .ob.) ; 15, Sangamon Co, 1 6  
Dec (HDB). Others: 3 ,  Lake Forest (Lake Co), 26 Dec (DJ, AS); 2, 
Urbana, 2 Jan (RC). 

Common Redpoll 
M C :  7, Skokie (Cook Co), 7-29 Feb (EW, m .ob.); 4, Downers 
Grove (Du Page Co), 17 Feb (GW). Others: 2, MView, 4 Dec 
(MLR, JR); 3 ,  Rockford, 2 .Tan (DTW); Fish hk, 1 6  Jan (RC). A 
m i nor influx th is  w in ter. 

Pine Siskin 
MC: 35, Lake Co, 2 Jan (.TM); 32, Rockford, 23 Jan (DTW); 22, 
SRock SP, I Jan (C&J Mc); 20, Sangamon Co, 1 9  .Tan (HOB) ;  1 2, 
MArb, 3 1  Jan (AA). Others: 3- 1 4, Pal atine (Cook Co), 2 Dcc- 1 7  
Jan (CF); 8 ,  Anda. CBC, 27 Dec (KJM); 3 ,  Jol iet (Wil l  Co), all Jan 
(CA); 3, Union Co, 29 Jan (KM, FB) .  A modest fl ight year. 

American Goldfinch 
MC: 83, QC CBC, 1 9  Dec (BLB, CB); 83,  JP, 1 1  Jan (PC);  64, 
Mason Co, 7 Feb (R&SBj); 60, Sangamon Co, 29 Jan (I-IDB ); 26, 
Car l .L CBC, 21 Dec (KM, DWs). 

Evening Grosbeak 
One report: 4, Urbana, 1 8  Dec (AR). 

House Sparrow 
MC: 2402, QC CBC, 1 9 Dec (BLB , CB);  1 347, Carl .L CBC, 2 1  Dec 
(DK); 429, Evanston (Cook Co), 26 Dec (EW, JE); 200+, Verm i l i o n  
Co, a l l  winter (JOS);  1 55 ,  LCaJ, 1 4  Jan (DFS). 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow 
MC: 400, Snicarte (Mason Co), 1 3  Jan (VK); 1 00, Western Mercer 
Co CBC, 22 Dec (KJM, BB);  50, Fulton Co, 1 4  Jan (LH); 30, 
Sangamon Co, 5 Jan (HOB); 22, Muse. CBC, 26 Dec (KJM); 22, 
Anda. CBC, 27 Dec (KJM) ; 1 5 , Ban ner Marsh (Peoria Co), 5 Feb 
(DJS). Other: Champaign (Champaign Co), 1 8  Dec ("'RC, GL). 
Con tinuing to expand north. 

EXOTICS/RELEASED SPECIES 

Trumpeter Swan 
Three reports: ad., Wolf L (Cook Co), 8 & 14 Jan (DFS, KW); 
Jackson Co, 1 2  Jan (KV); 3 (2 ad., 1 i rn rn.) ,  Massac Co, 6 Feb (FB) .  

Hooded Crow, Mon trose 
Point, Cook County.  1 3  
February 2000. Photo by lim 
Landing. This Eu ropean 
species is an escapee. 

Carrion ("Hooded") Crow 
Montrose, 1 3  Feb (KW , '''JL, 
photo). 

European Goldfinch 
Palatine (Cook Co), 27 Jan- 1 8 
Feb (CF). 

CORRIGENDUM 

Keith McMullen has pointed 
o u t  t h at records fro m  
Ri verlands  E n v i r o n me ntal  
Demonstration Area should be 
attributed to M i ssouri ,  not I l l i
nois. Such records assigned to 
Il l inois in the winter 1 998-99 
seasonal report and elsewhere 
should accordingly be deleted. 
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RECORDS PENDING IORC REVIEW: 

PACIFIC LOON: LShel . ,  5 Dec; Clin.L, 8- 19  Dec. 

SWAINSON'S HA WK (extralimital): imm., Jersey Co, all Dec. 

POMARINE JAEGER: imm. (dark morph), Rend L, 29 Jan & 5 
Feb. 

CALIFORNIA GULL: 1 st, Carl .L, 9-23 Jan; l-2 ad., Chi ,  22-23 
Jan . 
WESTERN GULL: 2nd, Spfld, 22-23 Jan. 

EURASIAN COLLARED- DOVE: Nokomis (Montgomery Co), 
28 Feb. 

BARN OWL: (extralimital): male, Moline (Rock Island Co), 2 
Dec. 

RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD: imm. male, Urbana, 1 -4 Dec. 

BOHEMIAN WAXWING: Rochester (Sangamon Co), 22-25 
Jan. 

Cal(fornia Gull. Calumet Park, Cook County. 23 January GREAT-TAILED GRACKLE: ad. female, Sang.L, 2 Feb. 
2000. One of two birds present. Photo by Jim Landing. HOARY REDPOLL: male, Skokie (Cook Co), 7-29 Feb. 
Under IORC review. 
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SEND SEASONAL REPORTS TO: 

Winter Field Notes Due by 7 March 1999 
( J  December through 28 February) 

Send to: Kelly McKay 

420 First Ave., PO Box 452 

Hampton, IL 6 1256-0452 

Spring Field Notes Due by 7 June 

( 1 March through 3 1  May) 

Send to: Paul R. Clyne 

5538 S. Blackstone Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60637 

Breeding Season Field Notes Due by 7 August 

( l  June through 3 1  July) 

Send to: Vernon Kleen 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources, 

Natural Heritage Division 

524 S. Second St. 

Springfield, IL 62701 

Fall Season Field Notes Due by 7 December 

( 1  August through 30 November) 

Send to: Robert Chapel 

306 112 West California 

Urbana, IL 6 1801 

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION 

Members of the Illinois Ornithological Society re

ceive Meadowlark, the quarterly journal, plus Wings Over 

The Prairie, the IOS newsletter. Members are also invited 
to special field trips, the annual meeting, and other IOS 

functions. 

To join or send a gift subscription, send your name or 

that of the gift recipient, address, and telephone number 

along with fee to: 

IOS : P.O. B ox 93 1 
Lake Forest, IL 60045 

Fees: Individual $20; Family $30; 
Full-time student $1 O; Contributor $50 - $99; 

Supporter $ 1 00 - $499; Sponsor $500. 

Back issues of Volume 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 
are still available for $5 each. Some back issues 

of Volume l are al so available at $6 each. 

SUBMISSION INFORMATION 

-.,.. We welcome manuscripts, photographs, and 

illustrations for possible publication in Meadowlark. 

-.,.. Article topics include unusual bird sightings and 

nesting accounts, technical papers on bird research, and 

other articles such as bird finding guides and field identi

fication tips. Joy of birding articles will be considered. 

-.,.. Manuscripts should be typewritten or computer

generated, double spaced and on only one side of num

bered pages. Please send two copies of your manuscript 

and make sure you keep another for yourself. 

-.,.. If you are able, submit a computer disc in ascii 

file or for Word Perfect. 

-.,.. We prefer clear black and white or color print 

photographs. Color slides may also be acceptable. 

-.,.. Include name, address, and day and night time 

phone numbers. Other pertinent information about your 

qualifications and background is also helpful. 

'"1' We reserve the right to review and edit articles 

according to style, grammar, accuracy, and readability. 

Send articles, photographs, illustrations 

and inquiries to: 

Sheryl De Vore, Chief Editor 
967 Braeburn, Mundelein, IL 60060 

e-mail address: sdevore @ voyager.net 

�pringhousc  begins where the 
travel brochures leave off. 

Read about the real Southern Illinois: 
History, folklore, humor, recipes, and letters

always plenty of letters. 
One-year subscription (6 issues) $25.00 

f:5pringhousc 
P.O. Box 61  • Herod, IL 62947 

Tel. No. (61 8) 252-334 1 



Short-eared Owl. Sangamon County. 23 January 2000. 
Photo by Peter Weber. 


